Put a little PEP in your Life!

December 2025 Newsletter

A Letter from the Director...
Dear Park’s Edge Preschool Families,

I cannot believe that 2025 is
almost closing. We have so much
to be thankful for this year. We
started the year with a brand-

new bus that safely transported
children throughout the school
year, as well as all the fantastic
field trips we had this summer. We
purchased new woodchips for both
playgrounds. We were also excited
to have custom made shelving
units completed for the lower-level
refresh project. We cannot wait to
see what 2026 has in store for us.

A huge thank you to Emanuel
Church’s Mission Committee for
providing 275 servings of meatballs
and gravy with mashed potatoes
and apples. A shout out to Ms. Izzy
for baking 400 sugar cookies for
the children to decorate. They were
delicious. It’s everyone’s favorite
time of year, the one night that we
all look forward to not having to
cook dinner. We cannot wait to
hear what’s on the menu next year!

Conference night was a success.
We had over 40 families attend. It

is a great opportunity to connect
with your child’s teacher without
interruption. The teachers work
hard preparing your child’s
portfolio and Portage Assessment
tool to discuss at conferences. If
you were unable to attend, you

are welcome to take home your
child’s portfolio and setup a phone
conference if needed. Please make
sure to fill out the NAC Parent
Survey if you haven't done so yet,
we need 90% back to report to
NAC. Your responses are tallied,
and an in-service training is created
around the results

Lots of celebrations are happening
this month. Thursday, December

4 from 5-6:30pm is our All-Center
Christmas Party. All classrooms
will have fun ‘make and take’
activities and Santa will be here
too. The sign-up sheet will be at the
front desk for time slots to meet
with Santa. We look forward to
seeing everyone.

Thursday, December 11 at 4pm
will be Jesus’ Birthday Celebration.
This is our all-center Christmas
program. All age-groups (infants
too) will be a part of telling the

story “The Birth of Jesus’ and
singing our favorite Christmas
songs. Pastor Josh will be delivering
a special children’s message to
complete the program. Everyone

is welcome, grandparents too!
Cupcakes will be served in Kurth
Hall after the program. A sign-up
sheet will be at the front desk.

We hope that everyone has a safe
and wonderful holiday season.

Sincerely,
Kristin Burr



Happy Birthday!

Leo S. 12/01/2020
Atlas N. 12/03/2023
Avery L. 12/03/2024
Luka S. 12/07/2021
Evelyn M. 12/07/2022
Charlotte T. 12/13/2016
Clara K. 12/13/2020
Ariya W. 12/16/2019
Henry G. 12/17/2021
Finnegan A. 12/24/2020
Lucas G. 12/29/2019
Important Dates:
Thursday, December 4th-

PEP All Center Christmas Party with Santa - 5:30-6:30pm

Sign up for your Santa picture at the front desk.
Thursday, December 11th-

Jesus’ Birthday Christmas Program - 4:00-5:00pm

Parents and Grandparents welcome.
Monday, December 15th-19th-

Santa’s Workshop! Children can purchase gently used gifts for loved ones.
Workshop located in Kurth Hall. Three gifts for $6.

Sign-up sheets will be available in your child’s classroom.
Tuesday, December 23 through Friday, January 2nd-
Whitnall Winter Break
Sign up for care in the downstairs classrooms.

Wednesday, December 24th and Thursday, December 25th-
Park’s Edge Closed for Christmas
Regular tuition rates apply.

Wednesday, December 31st-
Park’s Edge Closes at 3pm

Thursday, January 1st-
Park’s Edge Closed for the New Year.



Love Bugs

What is a leopard’s favorite type of candy? Snowcaps!

In November, we made pumpkin pies with our feet, and acorns with our hands! This month, our older babies we will be painting with red and
green paint using a paintbrush, as for our newer babies, we will be having them use their feet to smoosh the paint while it’s in a bag!

We try our hardest to get the babies outside, so please bring a snowsuit and a hat for the chilly winter days. The Lovebugs do love to go
exploring around the campus when they can.

Here is what our babies are up to!

Emmett is standing up by himself, greeting other classrooms by the gate and has a great belly laugh!

Alex can scoot forward, likes to spin toys with his hands, and kisses himself in the mirror.

Vera can sit up on her own, laughs at her friends when they scoot past her and likes to listen to stories and songs.

Ben is starting to sit on his own which helps his core and back muscles, he can roll to toys, and he has started jar foods!

Jack is starting to coo at us when we talk to him, he likes listening to songs and watching bubbles! He does tummy time and has strong neck
muscles!

We want to welcome Lorelai and Liam and their families to our class! We are happy you are here!

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and we hope Santa is good to you!
Ms. Terri and Ms. Sydney

Beautiful Butterflies

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas! This year flew by faster than Santa’s sleigh on Christmas Eve!

We can’t believe another holiday season is here! May all your days be merry and bright! We have been getting into the holiday spirit in the
Butterfly room. We hope to see you all at our Christmas party on Thursday December 4th. Word on the street is the big guy himself will be
making an appearance!

The winter weather has finally showed itself. Please remember to label and provide your child with outdoor clothing like hats, mittens, coat,
snow pants, and boots. Your babies love outside time and will be delighted when the first snow comes!

Speaking of snow, sometimes we bring the snow inside for sensory play in our sensory table! The children love touching the icy snow and
feeling it melt in their warm little hands. The Butterfly room did a little decorating, and our tiny friends have been having so much fun with
our Christmas tree and train. They love to push the train around the track and put the ornaments on the tree! We have also been having fun
color matching with our ball maze!

Our babies of the month will be Avery and Eli, who are having their 1st birthdays in December! Avery loves doing her baby yoga, dancing,
and reading books. Eli enjoys clapping, bubbles, and books. He is very chatty with his friends as well!

As always, thank you for sharing your sweet babies with us!

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
Ms. Julie, Ms. Holli, and Ms. Paige
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Darling Dragonflies
Dance like Frosty. Shine like Rudolph. Give like Santa. Love like Jesus.

Throughout November the Dragonflies enjoyed many activities such as jumping in leaves, lots of painting and bike riding outside.
The majority of our class have now been doing well in using open cups, sharing, as well as learning their colors. Good job! We will be
continuing to focus on expanding our vocabulary with them, as they continue to find their voices and words to express themselves.

In December the Darling Dragonflies will be learning about our 5 Senses; by tapping into our senses, it helps us explore and make
sense of the world around us through sight, taste, scent, touch and sound. Through exploring the unique beauty of snowflakes and
engaging their five senses, our class will gain a hands-on understanding of winter’s magic. We will be celebrating Jesus’ birthday which
introduces the children to the values of love, kindness, and giving an appreciation for the spirit of the holiday season. Understanding
this celebration helps them connect with family traditions and fosters a sense of community. This time of year also encourages
conversations about new beginnings, inspiring excitement and curiosity. By incorporating these ideas into playful activities, children
not only develop a richer understanding of the world, but also create happy memories that last a lifetime.

Friendly reminders: The weather outside is starting to get frightful so let’s keep the kids delightfully warm with bringing in their winter
gear. Hats, mittens, snow pants/snowsuits and snow boots.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!
Ms. Brooke, Ms. Jacque and Ms. Gabi

i

[
o
)

Busy Bees

Hello December! The most wonderful time of the year! Christmas and Santa and cookies oh my! A time to be festive and to spend time
with the ones we love the most.

November flew by with a ton of fun activities. We learned about ourselves and made self-portraits by looking in the mirror and drawing
what we saw. We learned about fall and painted with pine cones and leaves. We made a huge leaf pile in the backfield and had so much
fun jumping in and throwing them around. The children have enjoyed reading together. You can find groups of Busy Bees sitting on the
couch together reading books, it’s absolutely adorable.

Our room is buzzing with boys at this moment. We have been having so much fun learning the new class dynamic and have enjoyed
listening to the funny conversations between them. They have done great talking with each other at the lunch table and sharing stories.
They have been such great helpers and have played so well together.

Please bring labeled hats, gloves, boots and snow pants when the time comes for some outdoor play in the snow.

We are so excited celebrate Christmas! We have already started decorating! Ms. Izzy has taken charge of making decorations for the
room, and she has so much planned! We can’t wait for you all to see the festive new room. We have a Christmas party on Thursday,
December 4th where Santa will be attending! Sign up at the front desk for a time to take a picture with the big fella!

We can’t wait for all the fun winter brings!! Merry Christmas to you all!
Ms. Emily and Ms. Izzy




Sunshine Room

Hello sunshine crew,

Last month was full of fall fun in our classroom! The children loved watching the leaves change colors and enjoyed exploring all the
signs of fall. We spent time talking about what happens to the trees, looking at the different colors of the leaves, and noticing how the
weather was starting to feel a little cooler.

Last month we talked about thankfulness and what were thankful for. Each day we had the children share what they were thankful for:
family, friends, pets, toys, and even favorite snacks! It was so wonderful to see the children’s faces light up when they were talking about
people/things they were thankful for. We truly are thankful for all our families because without you we wouldn’t have these wonderful
children that we get to see grow each day more and more.

As we head into this month, we are so excited for December! We'll be talking about winter, reading cozy seasonal books, and looking
forward to the possibility of snow. The children are already so excited for the winter changes. Winter brings new opportunities for
sensory play, crafts, and learning. Children have been doing a great job doing the jacket flip trick and are able to all put their coats on all
by themselves. Moving forward please make sure everything is labeled. It is really hard to know who has what gloves and we don’t want
to lose any. With that being said one of our sunshine parents has a string with clips that her gloves are on and this has been so helpful!

I would love to encourage any other parents to purchase or make a string with connected gloves so we have a way less chance of them
being misplaced.

Love, Ms. Nay Nay & Ms. Alexis

Fantastic Frogs

Farewell November, and welcome December, our most cherished time of the year! Let the celebrations begin as we honor the birth of
Christ. We've got a host of activities lined up for December and eagerly anticipate sharing this special month with all of you.

During the past month, the children had a busy week learning about “all about me” and “emotions.” They explored concepts like self-
awareness and identity, drawing self-portraits after looking in the mirror. Some of the children’s favorite activities were measuring their
height, creating “emotions” puppets, and making silly faces with play dough. By learning to control and communicate their emotions,
they were able to develop their social-emotional abilities. The week of construction the children designed their own construction
vehicle. One of the books we read was “There was an old lady who swallowed a construction truck”, a hilarious book about an old lady
swallowing construction equipment. The children eagerly awaited the story’s conclusion, which revealed a new playground.

We are excited for December because we have many fun activities planned to celebrate Christmas. Our themes for this month include
“Gingerbread five senses”, “Deck the Halls”, “Snowflakes” and “Christ the Savior is Born” We will explore our five senses as we smell,
taste, and touch gingerbread cookies. The Children will learn about the significance of their five senses, why God gave them these
senses, and how these senses help them understand their surroundings. The children will utilize their creativity to change our room
into a winter wonderland during the week of “Deck the Halls”.This month were reading “A Child is Born” by Mary Alice Gran, which
tells of the savior born in a manger, the greatest gift of all. We hope to see all of you come and join us at our annual Christmas party.
There will be plenty of activities to do in each classroom and the children will get a chance to visit Santa.

We would like to extend a warm welcome to Eli, Evelyn, Aaron, Bellamy, Madelyn, and Marlee, who have joined the “Frogs” room.
They’ve moved out of the Sunshine room and are doing great. Also please remember to check your child’s cubby baskets as the season is
changing make sure your child has appropriate clothing in case of an accident.

Hope everyone has a very merry Christmas and Joyful new year, God bless.
Ms. Sandra, Ms. Nola, and Ms. Shanda




Shining Stars

The end of the year is officially here, who knew time could fly by so fast? Happy December, we are ‘snow’ excited to see what this month
brings us! Let’s take a peek back at November.

November was filled with lots of fall fun. We started the month with ‘All About Me’ week, where we shared some of our favorite things
from home with our ‘All About Me’ take home bags. After that, we learned all about ‘Emotions. Our favorite book from this week was
‘Ruby Finds a Worry’. After that, we dove right into construction week, one of our favorites out of the whole month! We created some
amazing building creations with blocks, popsicle sticks, and rubber bands! And to wrap up November, we were very thankful to have
Thanksgiving week, where we made some adorable hand turkeys and discussed what we are thankful for!

December is going to be filled with all sorts of winter and Christmas fun! To start off December, we will be ‘touching’ on the subject of
‘Five Senses! After that, we are ‘snow’ ready to learn all about snow and snowflakes. We can’t wait to cut out our own snowflakes! Then,
we will have ‘A Savior is Born’ week, where we will learn all about the birth of Jesus. And then we will wrap up December, we will talk
all about what it means to have a New Year’s Resolution and create some sparkly fireworks of course!

Our classroom focus has been on remembering our listening ears, gentle hands, and calm bodies. Please feel free to share ways you
practice these topics at home! We are also working on letter sounds and simple math by adding to 10!

We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!
Ms. Mariah and Ms. Hannah
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Purple Moons

My mind had a hard time comprehending that I was writing this for our DECEMBER newsletter! Time truly flies. However, before we
get too ahead of ourselves, let’s go back to the beginning of November where we had our All About Me week! We loved learning more
about your children and we loved watching your children learn more about themselves! We also had the privilege to learn more about
our wonderful Ms. Maria and her Italian background! Thank you to everyone who participated in our All About Me book that we will
display in the classroom. All the children loved sharing their favorite things and their baby pictures. Ms. Kasey is a sucker for all the
baby pictures too!

The next week our classroom was bursting with feelings for emotions week. This week is important for the children in our class as we
learn to identify, acknowledge and navigate our big feelings. We went outside to collect leaves to make our own emotions mat and draw
emoji’s on each leaf, we created worry monsters to eat our worries away and did yoga to learn how to calm and relax our bodies. We
can’t forget about making apple monsters with some pretty tasty emotions!

Caution: learning ahead during our construction week! We talked about different jobs that construction workers have, the heavy
machinery they use and all the steps that go into building roads, houses, schools, etc. We constructed trucks with a variety of foods that
were wheelie yummy! We used magnets to paint, smashed chalk with building blocks, played with our gravity maze (this was a hit!) and
even created blueprints for buildings. Our skills are always rising to new heights.

Last but not least, our thankful week was stuffed with fun and learning! We talked about what it means to be thankful and what we
are thankful for. We disguised a turkey to save him from being the main course at Thanksgiving dinner, worked on uppercase and
lowercase letter recognition, put our math skills to the test and finished the week with creating turkeys out of Oreos, candy corn and
candy eyes. Our hearts are full and very thankful for every single one of you! We hope you had a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving!

Now get ready...the fun is snowballing for December! We can’t wait to see what this month brings as we explore our “5 Senses”,
“Deck the Halls with Holiday Cheer”, “Catch some Snowy Snowflake Magic”, “Celebrate the Birth of our Savior” and jump into joyful
Christmas festivities!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Ms. Maria, Ms. Kasey and Ms. Eryn




December has arrived, a harbinger of winter chill and Christmas cheer, and with it we bid farewell to the coolness of Fall. Please
remember to send your child with the proper clothing for the season, as winter signals the end for ungloved hands and bare ears.
And when snow finally falls please make sure to have boots and snowpants handy, the better to combat the madness of being
trapped indoors. December, while cold and often harsh, does promise a bounty seen only in the clutches of the cold, we will be
focusing on observing the changes winter brings about, and its natural splendor. Our lesson plans will also focus on hibernation
and the animals it affects, the arctic and its seasons, and the Christmas season and the rich history behind it and what its future
may look like. Please keep an eye on our parent board for any signup sheets for days off, as well as any class news, including

our upcoming events, the center wide Christmas party on December fourth, and our wonderful Jesus’ Birthday celebration on
December eleventh.

Slithering Snakes

I'd like to take a quick moment to address some recent changes in our classroom, both positive and negative. The red betta fish
we've had since summer, Ember, unfortunately passed away this last month. He got sick and passed very quickly, and we were all
very upset at his passing. Now, to keep the spirit and benefit of a class pet going, Mr. Cody got a new betta fish for the class. He is
a Samurai Betta, who the kids voted to name “Shogun’, a very striking dichotomy of black and white, who loves to swim up and
see the children’s faces. While he only eats three times a week, we will be teaching the children about responsibility by having a
rotating list of helpers to test his water, change water when it needs changing, and feed him. If you have any questions about him
or betta’s behaviors, please let us know or keep an eye out for a display of learning related to betta fish.

We are looking forward to another wonderful month, and excited to have some time to spend with the children at Park’s Edge.
As always if you have any questions or concerns please reach out and let us know!

Sincerely,
Ms. Nicole and Mr. Cody




Themes with Christian Sub Themes

12/01-12/05: The 5 Senses
Psalm 34:8 “Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him?”

12/08-12/12: Deck the Halls
Job 37:5-7 “He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth, and to the rain shower, ‘Be a mighty downpour.”

12/15-12/19: Snowflakes
Proverbs 31:21 “She is not afraid of the snow for her household, for all her household are clothed with scarlet”

12/22-12/26: A Savior is Born!
The story of Jesus’ birth
Isaiah 9:6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”

12/29-01/02: Happy New Year!
2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold the new has come”

A Pastors Prayer

O Come, O Come Emmanuel Even in times of trouble,

God with us. Lead us to sing, Christ is born

Join us these next four weeks as we prepare a place And His light shines in the darkness,
for Your Son to lay His head. Shines into our weary souls.

Prepare our hearts to receive good tidings of great joy. ~God with us

God with us. See us through,

Guide our steps on the way to the manger. So, we may sing,

God with us. Joy to the World.

Fill our hearts with the spirit of Christmas.

God with us. Amen.

-Pastor Josh

NAC Nook

Happy December!
For this issue of the NAC Nook, we are going to discuss child assessments and health screenings.

C8. The program provides resources on the importance of health and developmental screenings, as well as available community
resources.

As you all know we conduct assessments and observations so we can update you on how your child is learning and growing up
developmentally. The teachers fill out portage guides based on observations and notes they take. They share the assessments with their
families and show progress on art, writing, playing with others, and more.

Not only do we monitor the developmental progress of the children at our center, by NAC and licensing standards, we also monitor

health screenings. This is why we ask for a health report/after-visit summary every 6 ASSOCIATION FOR | National

months or every 2 years (depending on the age of your child). Early Accreditation
If you would like further information, please contact the office at the front desk. N Lea rning Commission
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If you have any questions on field trips or transportation, let the office know. Leaders = coucanon

Thank you!



