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Happy Birthday 
 

Jayden G.       02/01/2018 
Madeline W.   02/02/2019 
Logan B.         02/02/2020 

Alexander G.F. 02/06/2020 
Jamison P.       02/07/2013 
Finley W.          02/07/2020 
Vincent S.         02/20/2020 

 
 

Mr. Cody  02/04/???? 
Ms. Terri   02/11/???? 
Ms. Mariah     02/20/???? 

 
 

Park’s Edge Preschool 

Put a little PEP in your life! 

Dear Park’s Edge Preschool 
Families: 
 
Valentine’s Day is upon us 
and of course we are busy 
making valentines at Park’s 
Edge Preschool. The                  
preschool children will also 
be creating special valentines 
for the residents at Hales  
Corners Care Center and          
veterans too. Valentine’s   
activities are planned in each 
classroom so be sure to see 
the details in your child’s 
class.  Speaking of heart            
matters…twenty PEP staff 
were trained in CPR and on 
the AED machine this past 
month by Brian Schulenburg 
from Pulses First Aid               
Training.   The Wisconsin 
State Licensing Department 
requires all staff to be CPR 
certified.  The training also 
includes first aid, blood borne 
pathogens, the Heimlich      
maneuver for choking, and 
AED machine experience for 
staff in meeting required 
health and safety standards 
for all age groups. 
 
Thursday, January 26 and 
Friday, January 27, the             
Wisconsin Association for 
Child Care Administrator’s 
(WCCAA) Annual                              
Conference was held in 
Pewaukee, Wisconsin.  I was 
excited to be able to attend 
this year to network with   
directors from other centers.  
I was curious how the                 
childcare worker shortage is 
going to be addressed as             
centers across the state/nation 
are faced with a shortage of 
childcare workers.  Did you 
know that over 100,000 care 
givers have left the                 

profession since the                
beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic? This crisis is   
impacting centers, families 
looking for childcare, and 
businesses employing            
workers with children across 
the nation.  WCCAA is                 
addressing this issue with  
active lobbyists working on 
behalf of WCCAA                          
advocating for young                  
children.  I will keep you   
informed on how this                 
situation develops. 
 
‘Something new’ at Park’s 
Edge Preschool…a whole 
new outdoor learning                  
environment!  PEP’s new and 
improved playground opened 
four months earlier than 
planned. The final                 
walk-through with GRG   
Playscapes to approve the 
new playground was done on 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023, 
by Marie Hoven, Emanuel 
Church’s Building and 
Grounds Trustee and me.  
The children were delighted 
to ‘finally’ be able to play on 
the new playground.   
 
‘Someone new’ at Park’s 
Edge Preschool/Emanuel 
Church…I am pleased to   
announce that Emanuel 
Church’s new pastor will 
start in his position officially 
on Monday, February 6, 
2023.  We look forward to                             
welcoming and developing a 
rapport with Reverend Joshua 
Simon.  Park’s Edge                    
Preschool has been a mission 
of Emanuel Church since 
June 1999 in serving the                
community with Christian 
childcare.  Once Pastor          
Joshua settles in, we will 

have a more formal                     
celebration in                      
welcoming him to PEP.  He 
will be preaching here every 
Sunday at 9:30am Worship 
Service starting February 
Stay tuned… 
 
To top off the new                   
playground design, PEP staff 
will participate in a                         
Professional ½ Day training 
on Extended Play in the Great 
Outdoors on Friday, March 
10.  Park’s Edge Preschool 
will be celebrating the               
playground’s grand opening 
with a ribbon cutting on 
Thursday, April 20th.                
 
On Valentine’s Day,                
Tuesday, February 14th           
children will be decked out in 
red, pink, purple, and/or 
hearts in celebration of this 
wonderful day celebrating 
love.  Park’s Edge Preschool 
sponsors an annual                  
Valentine’s Day Parade at 
10am in Emanuel Church’s 
beautiful Sanctuary.  You are 
welcome to come and see it 
and celebrate love and              
friendship at PEP.   Love is 
the reason for this month’s 
holiday season.  We are            
fortunate to share Jesus’ 
teachings to ‘Love One               
Another 'with the children in 
our care.  Please pass it on to 
others  too   
 
Sincerely,                                                                                                                   

Ellen M. Kvalheim 
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Beautiful Butterflies 

Love Bugs 
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Max. Max is crawling all 
around the classroom, he 
loves eating table food at 
lunch and has the biggest 

smile on his face. The best 
part is when he has his belly 
laughs and holds your face.  

  
Our goal for this month is to 
make Valentine’s feet art to 

display in the classroom. It is 
fun to watch the babies           

reaction when we paint their 
feet. We have also been           

doing finger plays, 5 Little 
Monkeys is their favorite 

currently and ribbon dancing.  
Watch for pictures on                

ProCare! 

A wonderful activity with 
your child at home is reading 
books. If your child has a 

favorite book that you 
would like to bring in for 
the day, we would love to 
share the story with their 

friends. 
 

Have a fantastic February 
and we look forward to 

showing you all the           
activities we do           

throughout the month. 
 

Ms. Nicole & Ms. Kristin & 
The Love Bugs  

Love is in the air in the Love 
Bug Room and we are loving 
watching our friends master 
their goals. Izzy is crawling 

everywhere; Wren is         
working on sitting up with                

support. Gabby is rolling all 
around the room, Maddy 

mastered rolling from back to 
stomach, Eli likes to tell his 
friends stories, Marlee likes 
to listen to Ms. Kristin do 

finger plays, Fiona mastered 
rolling from back to stomach, 
Aaron is starting to find his 

voice and Cameron is              
banging at the toy bar.  

 
Our child of the month is 

Darling Dragonflies  

Child of the Month in January 
and she enjoyed looking at her 

pictures. Claire will be our 
Child of the Month. Claire just 
turned one and took her first 

steps, she likes ‘Row, Row Your 
Boat’ and bouncing to music. 
We look forward to seeing her 

pictures.  

For February we will be               
sending home a heart cut out. 

Please fill it out and let us 
know what your family loves 

to do together.  

As a reminder continue to 
label children’s personal                 

What is the buzz? Busy, Busy, 
Busy. Our babies are “growing” 

through milestones very 
quickly. Our favorite  activities 
have been singing and doing 

the actions to ‘Wheels on 
the Bus’, also ‘Row, Row, 

Your Boat’. These are baby 
classics. They liked and 

smiled for ‘Polar Polar Bear 
What do You Hear?’ and 

enjoyed listening to ‘Stop, 
Train, Stop’ a Thomas the 

train book.                                                 

Our babies are moving right 
along in their growth and  
development. Ella was our 

belongings, bottles, snacks and 
anything else you bring from 
home. Bottles need to have a 

name and date on them please.  

Jesus is love! We love             
because Jesus loves us first!  

God Bless &                        
Happy Valentine’s Day.  

Ms. Julie & Ms. Holli  

& The Beautiful Butterflies  

 
 

 

 
Q: Why did the banana go to 

the doctor? 
A: Because he was not 

‘peeling’ well.  
 

In January we had fun using 
our senses to explore ice. We 
touched it, we painted with it 

and even tasted it. Some of our 
friends said it ‘felt cold’. We 

enjoyed learning all about  
winter animals and the sounds 

they make and when they 
sleep. What a fun month.  

 
In February we will be              

playing with “snow.” Since we 
cannot have the real stuff, we 

are going to make our own, 
using only two ingredients- 

conditioner and flour. Watch 
for the pictures. 

 
 Our Child of the Month will be 
Madison. Madison likes to help 
clean up the room, make music 

and stack blocks. We are     
excited to see her pictures. 
Our other friends have been 

growing a lot too. Pierce likes 
to play dress up and his              

personality shines through. 
Quinn likes to sing ‘Let it go’ 

like Elsa from Frozen. Mathilda 
and Zosia are talking more and 
more. Henry likes dancing to 

‘Wheels on the Bus’ and           
doing the hand motions.  Emily 

and Jovie like to play               
peek-a-boo. Way to go friends!  

 
Just a reminder that we serve 
snacks at 9 am and 2 pm our 
lunch is at 11 am. We always 
cut up the food small so your 

child can pick it up and            
practice with utensils. We   

provide a well-balanced meal 
that comes with fruit, veggies 
and protein. We also provide 

juice and water for snacks and 
milk for lunch. We encourage 
that all children eat from our 
menu unless an item would 

cause an allergic reaction. In 
which we would ask you to 

provide a substitute in place of 
the item. We thank you for 

your understanding.  
 

Have a great February. 
 

Ms. Terri & Ms. Krissy  

&  

The Darling Dragonflies  



Happy February! Hope                 

everyone is staying warm. We 

had a great start to the                    

beginning of 2023. January was 

fueled with plenty of                       

interactions and  learning. We 

learned about all the different 

types of  animals that hibernate. 

The children sorted out animals 

that hibernate and ones that 

don’t using a file folder game 

throughout the week.  One of 

their favorite books was Sneeze 

Snowman. It was about a             

snowman who kept melting in 

hot situations and made us 

laugh over and over again. We 

learned about artic animals and 

during our  morning prayer we 

thanked God for all the artic 

animals he created. Be sure to 

walk around the                   

classroom and check out all the 

great process art we created                  

especially the winter trees. 

We have been working on  

showing kindness and respect 

towards one another and what 

that means and looks like. The 

children are doing a great job 

with team work and                

interactions.  A great example of 

this is when it’s time to put their 

cots away they make sure to 

help each other carry their cots 

and place them where they          

belong.  

We are looking forward to the 

month of February. Our themes 

for this month are “will my              

shadow move?”, “a sweet love 

story”, “we are all authors and a 

“smile is a universal language.” 

We will talk about God’s great 

love for us and how he desires 

for us to be happy and healthy. 

We will create shadow silhou-

ettes of each child’s faces and 

see if we can guess who’s who.  

We will create special                  

Valentines to show others how 

much we love them and appreci-

ate them.  

Have a Blessed February,   

Ms. Sandra & Ms. Kasey & The 

Fantastic Frogs  

This month we are still             
working on dressing for the 

cold, but we are also focusing 

on cleaning up with help. We 

will be using a new our size 
brooms and new sponges to 

help us clean up after meals. We 

are also re-labeling shelves to 
help us learn where things go in 

the room!            

 February also brings learning 
about shadows, Valentines day, 

our teeth and shadow week. We 

will make a chart if the   
groundhog will see his shadow.  

Fantastic Frogs 

We will send home a purple, red, or 
pink heart to decorate with foamy 

shapes provided and then we hang 

them up to create a love chain 

around the arch way!                     
Thank you for helping us with this.  

Please continue to bring in all the 
labeled snow gear and if possible 

two pairs of gloves. Thank You.  

Happy Valentines Day, from the              

Sunshine Room! 

Ms. Mariah & Ms. Jenele &  

The Sunshine Friends  

Happy February! Love is in the 
air!  

We had a blast in January. We 

made a bear cave and read 
books to put Mr. Bear asleep/

hibernate. We guessed what 

animal tracks were outside. Our 
friends have made so much 

progress in the area of getting 

themselves ready to go outside. 

It seemed like every day a new 
friend was able to put their 

snow pants, and boots on. What 

a treat to       witness such a big                               
accomplishment.                                                        

January flew by faster than a 

bee! We had a fun start to the 

new year. We learned about 

snow and hats; we made lots of 

art for our board and it made for 

a great bear board.  

While we are excited for all the 

snow fun we have had, we really 

can’t wait for spring though so 

we can ride on our new awesome 

track. While we have not been 

able to ride on track we have 

been learning to balance and 

climb on the new climber. Please 

continue to keep snowpants and 

boots here for outside time!  

We are getting excited to learn 

about teeth and Valentine’s Day. 

We will be celebrating Valentine's 

Day for the whole week so 

please feel free to bring in            

Valentine’s cards any day that 

week. There will be a flyer/note 

going home about how many. We 

will also be learning about Dr. 

Seuss. We would love it if you 

could bring in any Dr. Suess 

books you may have to share 

with class.  

We will be working on sharing 

toys with friends and taking turns 

this month. We will also be             

talking about what it means to be 

a nice friend. Our Child of the 

Month this will be Jordan. Jordan 

enjoys playing with babies, doing 

puzzles and pretend play with 

our laptops. Be sure to check out 

his pictures! We cannot wait for 

all the February fun!  

Ms. Emily & Ms. Jacinda & The 

Busy Bees  

  

Busy Bees 

Sunshine Room 
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We have been working on  

number recognition and we 

are doing wonderful with it. 

We have been talking about 

the calendar and                                

understanding months go 

around to start a new year.  

We also have been working 

hard at writing our names and 

getting stronger at that.  We 

are going to continue building 

our writing muscles along with 

our creativity with art adding 

more details.  Our self help 

skills are getting better too. 

Almost everyone can get 

ready for outside by                   

themselves.  Way to go guys!  

In February we have                  

Valentine’s week, teeth week, 

and a classroom favorite Dr. 

Suess week. This is a perfect 

time for our class to work 

more on our literacy. Not only 

letters and their sounds but 

sequence, rhyming words,                           

comprehension of stories and 

how some books are fiction vs. 

nonfiction. 

This month we are looking for 

all families to bring in their 

favorite book. We will be able 

to share it with the classroom. 

It would be a special treat all 

month long.  

Thank you to everyone for 

always having snow pants, 

boots, gloves and hats.                  

We really appreciate it!   

Have a Great February!  

Ms. Melinda  

Shining Stars  
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Q: What do you call the smallest valentine in the world?                               

A: A valen-teeny! 

If January had a parade would February march in?  

January has come and gone, we hope that it brought about some positive changes. We are looking forward to                   

another year of growth and learning. We spent most of January feeling the soggy wet weather, spending our time  

inside educating ourselves about arctic animals, hibernation, and even one glorious week of nothing but cozy clothes 

and relaxation. We didn’t get as much snow as we wanted in January but we still did our best to build forts and enjoy 

what little winter wonderland we had. It’s our class wish that we get more snow in February so that we can build            

humongous forts and snowmen as tall as the trees!  

Coming up in February, we will be learning all about Valentine’s Day, it’s origins and what it truly means to love those 

around us. We are looking ahead to another topic in February, shadows. We will explore what creates shadows, how 

to measure time with shadows, and will also put up a chart with our Groundhog’s day predictions! We will also                    

continue to read our current choose your own adventure novel, The Trumpet of Terror, so please check in as we aid 

the Norse gods in their quest to save themselves from an unknown threat.  

Thank you for taking this time to check in on us, and we can’t wait to see you in the classroom! 

Ms. Jenele & Mr. Cody  

Slithering Snakes 

 Policy Reminder: 
Park’s Edge Preschool usually remains open during times of inclement weather.  In the unfortunate event of an 

emergency, that forces us to close (power outage, fire, tornado, and/or snow emergency), a parent will be notified 
by the staff and have 1 hour to pick-up their child from the center or  a designated, authorized, alternate site.  In 
the event the emergency happens overnight, or before hours of  operation, a closing message will be posted on 

our Facebook page & ProCare.  

If you are providing a substitute for snack and/or lunch, we are requesting that it be a                     
cold food alternative.  



February 
2023 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
 

Thursday, February 2nd– Center wide Valentine’s for Zablocki Veteran Hospital, Forest Ridge and 
Hales Corners Care Center Art Project   
                    
Thursday, February 2nd– Groundhogs Day/Flashlight Dance Party— 
                Bring in a flashlight or light up toy and join us for a Groundhog Celebration.  
 
Friday, February 10th– Whitnall School District Early Dismissal 11:20 am—No K4– Sign up Today 
 
Monday, February 13th (or first day of attendance) -Decorated Valentine’s boxes/envelopes due 
 
Tuesday, February 14th -  Valentine’s Day– PEP parade at 10am– Wear red, white, pink, purple and/or hearts 

 
Monday, February 20th– Whitnall No School– Sign up Today!                             
  
Monday, February 20th— President’s Day– Wear red, white and blue!  
 
Friday, March 10th– Park’s Edge will be Closed at 12:00 p.m. for Staff Development Day 
* Lunch will served 

Pastor’s Note 

God: 
We are parents, grandparents, caregivers, and more. 

Sometimes, we’re those things all at once. But even if 
we’re not, any one of those roles is a challenge, and we 
pray for strength and wisdom sufficient for the task—
including the “task” of stepping away and minding the 

care of our bodies and minds. 
But we are often one thing more: distracted. We long 

to focus; we yearn for the satisfaction of finishing what 
we’ve started, but life has become a juggling act: work, 
housework, things that break, a hundred interruptions, 

time with our spouse, me time…and children. We 
would appreciate Your help in sorting out what          

matters, amid all the times we hear “Oh—by the way,” 
“And another thing,” “Sorry to interrupt, but,” and 

“Got a minute?” 
And in the midst of all that, help us remember that 
children are not a distraction. They remain a sacred 

calling. You gave them to us because You believe we 
can do this amazing task. With your help, we will find 

our way through. 
Amen, 

Pastor Dale Stohre  

Themes w/ Christian Sub Themes 

2/6-2/10: Healthy Teeth-Healthy Me   
God desires we take care of our temples because 

that is where he abides 
A Smile is universal in all languages 

 
2/13-2/17: A Sweet Love Story –                       

Happy Valentine’s Day  
1 Corinthians 13:4-5: “Love is patient, Love is 

kind 
 

2/20-2/24: A Loving Story a Journey through 
the Bible.  

Our favorite bible stories  
 

2/27-3/3: Wacky Wonders- Dr. Suess                       
Exploration 

God gives us tools to learn 
Favorite stories 



 
Thank You to all the families for your January 
orders. Many of you took advantage of online 
ordering, by doing this you can also view the 

school age fliers.  
 

February catalogs are here and will be in your 
mailbox the first week of the month with a due 
date of Feb. 18th, 2023. There are many great 

books to choose from including read aloud   
favorite book packs and spread the love packs.  

Which are offered in this months                                  
Seesaw catalog.  

 
Once again Thank You for your orders and 

remember every time you order P.E.P receives 
bonus books!   

 
 

Have a Great Month, 
Ms. Sandra 

NAC Nook  

NAC NOOK 
One of the positive impacts from PEP’s experience during COVID was using the outdoor environment for extended learning 

and outdoor play.  PEP’s vision for our new learning environment was to connect children from one year old through five 
years old to discover more in the natural outdoor elements as wood, sand, mud, water, and plants. There are many new outdoor 
play options to unite children with nature at PEP.  The new equipment is gauged to encourage and develop individual growth 

potential in the whole child physically, mentally, socially, and emotionally, enhanced by outdoor play and the learning                  
environment.  Incorporated in that vision is a riding track that circles the entire early childhood ‘village-like’ theme--outdoors.   
Each individual child is invited to engage in a variety of outdoor learning experiences to choose from: there are three sheltered 

areas to play in or under; a music wall featuring a bell and symbols for sound and music makers; a chalk writing wall gives 
way to future artists; the mud kitchen offers science and cooking experiments…with or without water; the sandbox has been 

expanded and moved to another area. (This will also allow the honey locust tree to keep on growing, uninterrupted, in offering 
the children natural shade in protecting them from the sun’s harmful rays.)  The climbing structure featured in the center will 
challenge children from age 2 through 5 to master crawling, climbing, and pulling themselves up, in developing large 

muscles.  ‘Storytime’ or games can be held at the counsel ring.  The two big garden boxes will delight future                        
gardeners.  The block area was not on the original design but when we realized how much space the garden boxes 

(actually) used, I had one redesigned for block storage to enhance the playground with block construction too.  The 
blocks were provided by GRG Playscapes for ‘free’!  

The riding track will offer extended trike riding and joy throughout the day.  In the past the children were regulated to 
a very short time of riding only in the morning due to the traffic driving through the parking lot in the afternoon                 

during pm pick-up time from 3 to 6pm. One thing that I have learned from my motorcycling husband is that a ‘child/

adult just wants to ride as often as they can’�  

 A ribbon cutting is scheduled for Thursday, April 20.  - Watch for Details. 

10627 W. Forest Home Ave 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 
Phone: (414) 427-9561 
Fax: (414) 427-1220 

Email: Ellen@parksedgepreschool.com 
CC: Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com 

 
If you wish to bring in Valentine’s for your child’s 

classroom we  politely ask that you label them  
To: My Friend  

Love: Your Child’s Name  
This helps all students and teachers with passing out 

the Valentines.  
If you wish to send a treat/snack  please know they 

will ALL be sent Home.  
Heart Healthy Individually Packaged Snack Ideas 

for Valentines Day 
 Jello  

 Fruit Snacks  
 String Cheese  

 Yogurt  
 Raisins  

 


