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Park’s Edge Preschool

Put a little PEP in your life!
A Letter from the Director...
Dear Park’s Edge Preschool
Families:
Happy Birthday

Madison M.
Mason B.
Jordan S.
Jacob T.
Finn V.
Jack S.
Vivian S.
Camden H.
Jake C.
Otto A.
Colton C.

9/19/??
9/23/??

September

Ms. Julie
Ms. Kristin

09/06/2013
09/07/2019
09/10/2020
09/13/2019
09/14/2020
09/20/2020
09/22/2015
09/23/2013
09/23/2012
09/28/2020
09/29/2018

Ms. Kristin

9/25/00

I am excited about the start of
the new school year in
welcoming many new friends,
but sad to say good-bye to our
departing families. A round of
applause to Mr. Cody, Ms.
Jenele, and Ms. Melinda for
planning another awesome
summer for our school-age
children. Another happy ending
in celebration of summer with a
pizza party, pajamas and movie
day all rolled into one on
Thursday, August 18th…and
who can forget the giant
waterslide and foam machine…
and the talented musician Mr.
Ryan Macintyre, hurry back
summer…we’re going to miss
you!
All good things must come to an
end…and with the end of
summer coming that means
Thursday afternoons just won’t
be the same at PEP. Both staff
and children enjoy summer ice
cream treats served every
Thursday afternoon by
‘Granny’s Treats’. It is hard to
say good-bye to Thursdays…
and summer…and Granny’s
treats☹ Our last serving this
summer was on a Tuesday,
August 23rd! We are going to
miss Granny’s Treats and
summer!
Three heroes visited Park’s
Edge Preschool on
Wednesday, August 17th to
say ‘thank you’ to the children
for their well wishes, cards,
pictures, and letters. The 3
veteran service men received
mail from PEP children during
‘mail call’ on their recent ‘Honor

Flight’ as they returned home.
Park’s Edge Preschool was
gifted with a beautiful quilt, now
hanging in our entrance area, in
saying ‘thank you’ and treated
with red, white and blue
cupcakes too! ‘THANK YOU’ to
Mr. Margowski (Kristin and
Megan’s stepfather), Mr.
Malarkey, and Mr. Scuiti. and all
the other service members who
have served this great nation!
These gentlemen are the
real-life action heroes for
children to look up to and
respect…I’ll say it again…thank
you for your sacrifice and commitment to protecting our
freedom!
Learning at PEP during the
schoolyear is fun for all
ages…including the staff! Did
you know staff meet monthly for
in-service training on the
Teaching Cycle, Culture
Workshop, and best practices
(to name a few)? This year PEP
scheduled Professional Days to
support staff. Our most recent,
was scheduled on Friday,
August 26th for a staff training,
curriculum planning, and
classroom preparation for the
new school year. The next
scheduled Professional Day is
Friday, November 4th; PEP will
close at noon. We appreciate
your support in maintaining our
staff to better serve you.
We are looking forward to
‘Emanuel Church’s Rally Sunday’ on Sunday, September 18th
at 9:30am Worship Service.
Rally Sunday is an introduction
to Emanuel Church’s Sunday
School program held during
Worship Service during the
schoolyear. PEP is an outreach
mission of Emanuel Church in
serving families in the

community with childcare and
teaching Christian values to the
children in our care. Park’s Edge
Preschool is recognized by the
United Church of Christ as a
Christian Ministry of the Council
for Health and Human Service
Ministries (CHHSM). Park’s
Edge Preschool offers a 10%
discount to participating families
in Emanuel Church.
Help Wanted--2 teachers or
teacher assistants. PEP has
an excellent benefit package
and willing to train the right
candidate. Must pass required
FBI fingerprint and background
check. Please see Ellen or
Kristin if you are interested or
know someone that may be.
Thank you!
Children start returning to school
on Thursday, September 1st,
please drive safely through our
parking lot and community. Mr.
Cody and Ms. Maria are Park’s
Edge Preschool’s CDL licensed
bus drivers. Please pray for
them to have a safe schoolyear
transporting our precious cargo
to and from school this year.
Prayers wanted for all
students and teachers this
2022-2023 schoolyear.
Park’s Edge Preschool will be
closed on Monday, September
5th, Labor Day Holiday…
regular tuition charges are
applied. The family
registration fee will be
collected on September 1st for
continued enrollment at
Park’s Edge Preschool.
Enjoy a restful holiday weekend!
Sincerely,
Ellen M. Kvalheim, Director

Put a little PEP in your life!

September

Pictures Can Be Sent to Ms. Kristin at
Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

Page 2
Love Bugs
We would like to welcome
some new faces to our
classroom! Benjamin,
Isabella, Max and Calum,
Bennett please join us in
saying a big hello to them.
We will be recapping our
summer by sending home a
sheet of paper to decorate
and if you would like to
return explaining what were
your 2 favorite activities this
summer were. Ms. Nicole’s
favorite thing was going to
the State Fair. I look forward
to it all year long and can’t
wait to go again next year. I

also loved seeing my two
nieces before they went off
to college. Summer really
did fly by.
The Love Bugs are really
growing so much- Carter is
working hard on picking up
his food himself. Claire is
starting to enjoy her food
more. Ella is working on and
open sippy cup of water. Our
Child of the Month Henry
loves to jump in the
exersaucer likes to cuddle
with you, and is very very
close to crawling.

We are trying some new art
activities with our babies, as
they are ready- painting
with our feet, bingo dabber
painting, crayons and
marker use, and paint with
a paint brush. These
activities help your child
learn fine motor skills, hand
eye coordination, and
sensory development with
exploring different textures
through hands and feet.
Have a great Labor Day,
Ms. Nicole and Ms. Kristin

Beautiful Butterflies
Just like a butterfly your
children are changing and
transforming into
wonderful little ones,
spreading their wings and
flying everyday. Quinn is
clearly talking more each
day. Madison is walking all
around, and loves to eat all
her food. Zosia is socializing
well with new friends. Henry
is walking confidently now.
Mathilda dances to music,
and shows off her baby yoga
skills. Pierce is pulling
himself up to stand and signs
more and please. Emily is
blowing kisses to mom and

dad at drop off and pulls
herself up to stand. Liliana
waves, claps and laughs
often. We welcome Jovie to
our room.
Baby belly laughs are the
best lot of laughing
together each day! Favorite
toys in our room are shape
sorters, sensory spinner,
balls and books. The children
are having lots of enjoyment
participating in ‘Baby Shark’,
‘Row row your boat’, and
‘Heads, Shoulders, Knees and
Toes’ songs. They are signing
‘more’ and ‘please’ when

asked what songs they want.
Some
milestones
and goals to work on are
more talking, as well as the
self help skills of
feeding themselves. We will
continue to take our daily
walks and point out different
things in the scenery. We
encourage you to do the
same, and look forward to
hearing from you about how
your walks go.
God bless you.
Ms. Julie & Ms. Autumn

Darling Dragonflies
Good-bye Summer, Hello Fall! It
has been a great warm summer!
We loved getting ice cream
sandwiches from Granny’s Ice
Cream Truck every Thursday,
they were delicious. Our favorite
theme of summer was
Dinosaurs. We loved stomping
the toy dinosaurs to make their
footprints and getting us all
messy. This helps with our fine
motor skills and hand eye
coordination. The second
favorite had to be all the water
play days we got to have. Seeing
their smiles and giggles when
the sprinkler hit them made all of
us laugh. Come back soon

summer. In the coming months your family has a favorite book,
we look forward to watching the we would love to have you bring
leaves fall from the trees and
it in to share for the month of
creating piles to jump in. We will September or let us know and
practice using our words when
we can see if we have it our
asking for things and work on
Park’s Edge Library.
our clean up skills around the
room. We will sing the song
Lucas will be our Child of the
‘Head, Shoulders, Knees and
Month. Lucas likes to ride bikes,
Toes’ to help us with our body
doing art and giving big hugs.
part recognition. This is a great
We are excited to see his
song to practice at home as well.
pictures.
We will be creating a family book
for our bookshelf, please send in
or use the app to send a family
picture to help us with this. If

Have a great Labor Day!
Ms. Terri , Ms. Mackenzie &
Ms. Ruslana &
The Darling Dragonflies
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Busy Bees
Summer has buzzed by so fast,
and we are excited to start the new
school year. We are
welcoming back some friends this
month to our room. Jordan, Finn,
and Logan D came back for
another fun school year. We are
excited to hear how their summer
went and share ours. We had an
amazing time in the tiger bounce
house and the foam bubble
machine was a great way to wrap
up the summer.

new friends as well. We have
project to try at home and we
worked a lot with puzzles and
would love to see any pictures of
placing the pieces in and out. This
this helpful skill through the
is great for our hand eye
ProCare app.
coordination. We will be drawing
our families this month, this
Our Child of the Month is Eliza.
activity I pass out crayons and
Eliza loves caring for baby dolls,
paper and offer verbal prompts reading books, and helping around
about mom, dad, and any siblings the classroom. We cannot wait to
they have. We will then label their see the pictures she brings in to
masterpiece as they point who is
share. We hope you have a great
who in their picture. Another
start to the fall, and we are ready
activity we have enjoyed and will
to step into this school year!
take into the school is year
We have been working on asking
helping clean up the table at the
Ms. Emily O. & Ms. Jacinda &
friends with our words to use toys
end of mealtimes and wiping
The Busy Bees
when they are finished, and we
down toys with cloths and soapy
look forward to doing this with
water. This would be a fun

Sunshine Room
Lions, dinos, and cats, oh my! We had
such a fun time this month with each
weekly theme and seeing what fun we can
all have. During our jungle week, we had
maybe a little too much fun pretending to
be so many different animals and learning
how they walk and talk. We loved it so
much, we are still doing our animal
movements and stretches everyday!
Another fan favorite was dinosaur week.
We went on a Jurassic Park walk to search
for dinosaur tracks, which we learned all
about in our favorite book this month,
Curious George: Dinosaur Tracks. We
explored parts of our outdoor preschool
campus that some little eyes have never
seen, to search for footprints. For wacky
week, who didn’t love creating their own tie
dye? We enjoyed picking out all of our own
colors and even learning some new color
names, like teal and lime green. We can’t
forget what a fun time we had camping
together! Some of our favorite camping
activities were creating our “stained glass”

lanterns, and reading another class
favorite book of the month, Llama Llama
Goes Camping, which was an online read
aloud. Lastly, we had a great time with our
friend Pete the Cat and reading some of
his classics while creating art to go with
each book.
Some of our favorite whole group
activities were having a new song to learn
every week to move and groove along to
and creating so much fun art to go along
with our stories. Before reading these
stories, we like to sing our group time calm
song. It goes “eyes are watching, ears are
listening, voices quiet, bodies calm. This is
how we listen, this is how we listen, at
group time, at group time” to the tune of
“Are You Sleeping?” lullaby. A lot of our
friends enjoy singing this song not only
during our actual group time, but even
during their own ‘pretend’ group time
during free play. It’s great knowing our
friends are listening and observing so well
together. Small group activities have been

mainly focused around counting, ABCs, and
beginning to correctly identify numbers and
letters. We have experimented with some
letter games such as ABC matching and
‘letters in my name’ art. We also have a
number of number puzzles (pun intended!)
to work on this skill of recognizing and
matching correctly.
We have welcomed some new faces in our
class this month, as well as said ‘see you
later!’ to a few moving up to our Frogs room.
We are looking forward to a smooth
transition into fall and our new school year
beginning while putting summer behind us,
but not forgetting what amazing progress
we’ve made and how much of a ball we had
together. Happy fall!
Ms. Mariah & Ms. Jenele &
The Sunshine Friends

Fantastic Frogs
What a great summer we had! We
spent a lot of time outdoors
exploring God’s nature. We are
sad to see summer go, but excited
for the new beginnings of fall.

Pictures Can Be Sent to Ms. Kristin at
Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

This past month our highlights
included learning about
dinosaurs, we learned that some
are herbivores, and some are
carnivores. We learned that the
triceratops travel in herds and are
nicknamed “three-horned face”
because of its three sharp horns.
Triceratops would use his horns to
protect themselves from carnivore
predators. The children created a
dinosaur island picture, they used
scissors to cut out trees and tall

grass for their design. They then picked
out some of their favorite dinosaur
stickers to place on their artwork. We
welcome you take a tour of the
classroom to view the artwork they
have worked on all summer long. We
were so delighted to receive a visit from
a children author this past month.
Lucas’s (from the Sunshine Room)
grandma read her newly published
book called “Holly’s Big Imagination.”
This tied in very well with our class
because of the great imagination the
children have.
This month our themes include ‘Bus’tin
into School, My Family and I are
Special. We will also read some of Eric
Carle books the last week of the

month. Eric Carle addresses
children’s feelings, thoughts, and
emotions throughout his books. I
am excited to introduce his books to
the children.
This month we are thankful to God
for our friends, school, and our
families. We will focus on each
child’s uniqueness and how they are
created fearfully and wonderfully in
the image of God. Please take the
time to reflect on all the blessings
summer brought us.
Have an Awesome and Blessed
month. Ms. Sandra & The Fantastic
Frogs

Put a little PEP in your life!

Shining Stars

Page 4

Summer was an adventure! We learned a lot of safety rules and had
a lot of fun doing so. We learned about being aware of our
surroundings and making safe choices. We have been working hard
on communicating with each other and saying what we want or
need. Instead of just saying ‘stop I don’t like that’ we express what
we want them to stop to doing. If we need alone time we tell each
other that, as well as our teachers. We are still learning to take a
breath when we feel upset but are doing better and better each day.
This came in handy when we did our fun face painting day. They
did a great job telling us what they wanted and the designs turned
out great. We had some interesting requests- Thank you State Fair!
We found out that once they saw one awesome spiderman they all
wanted one.
The whole class loves obstacle courses we hope you had a chance
to put one together and see them in action.

10627 W. Forest Home Ave
Hales Corners, WI 53130
Phone: (414) 427-9561
Fax: (414) 427-1220
Email:
Elen@parksedgepreschool.com
CC:
Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

We have expanded our 3 step directions with these and more in the
classroom and they are getting so much better. We will be
switching some gears and moving towards our fall themes and 4K
readiness. We will be working on our scissor usage, name
recognition and letter recognition. This is an exciting time for us
and we can’t wait to start.
We hope you have a great September.
Ms. Melinda & The Shining Stars
Change of Schedule Form
If you are making any changes to your regular schedule, please fill out the form located on top of the family mailboxes.
With all the comings and goings with all the children in our program, it is difficult for us to remember something told
verbally. You can also email Ellen ( ellen@parksedgepreschool.com) and Kristin ( kristin@parksedgepreschool.com).

Purple Moons
Hello Purple Moon Families,
We are all excited to get back to the routine of the school
year, but saying good-bye to the fun summer is so hard. We
had a great time with our water/mud days. Two foam
machines in one summer was a real treat. Our park
adventures around the neighborhood was an amazing idea.
We did get to go outside a lot, which helped us focus on the
things we were learning. I must say I was thoroughly
impressed by how well the children read books throughout
the summer especially during Wacky Week. The class
surprised me on a daily basis, with their creativity,
manners, and team work abilities. I am so proud of all of
them!
We have been working hard throughout summer on our
reading and math problems. The class gravitates towards
legos so we have worked our reading and math problems
into their lego projects. I am sure this will carry over into
their school year!
I hope everyone has a safe and great school year! Thank
you for a great summer, I will miss you all.
Ms. Terri & The Purple Moons

September

2022

As August blows out, we look forward to the cool winds of September. While our
summer is coming to a close, we turn towards the future, ready and prepared for a
fresh new school year.
We have many fond memories of August going to the local parks and forests, and our
amazing at home theater presentation of Percy Jackson and The Lightning Theif. We had the
great privilege of going through the differences and similarities between the book and movie. It
has been a thrilling tale, one that is equally exhilarating and comical. If you would like to
continue the series, the next book is titled The Sea of Monsters.
Now that’s not to discredit September and all the fantastic experiences we have ahead of
us. We cannot wait for another exciting school year full of education and growth. We look
forward to nurturing and nourishing the educational development of our class, and are
overjoyed to welcome some first time school agers. Please remember to turn in any bussing
paperwork prior to the first day of school, as we will use it in our safe transportation of your
child.
We anticipate a tremendous school year, focused on both education, and also the
strength of community and the power of unity. We hope your summer concludes with
memorable moments, and await you in the school year!
Ms. Jenele & Mr. Cody & The Slithering Snakes

Important Dates
Thursday, September 1st– Registration Fee will be collected for continued enrollment
Thursday, September 1st– Back to school for A-K Whitnall Schools
Friday, September 2nd– Back to school for L-Z Whitnall Schools

Monday, September 5th– P.E.P Closed for Labor Day– Regular rates apply
Tuesday, September 6th– First Day of School—All Students
Thursday, September 8th- Park’s Edge Preschool’s annual Open House
5:00pm-6:00 pm- *Meet and Greet the P.E.P Staff—More details to follows

Pictures Can Be Sent to Ms. Kristin at
Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

NAC Nook
Park’s Edge Preschool’s doors will be open for our Annual Open House, on Thursday,
September 8 from 5 to 6pm. We are excited to introduce you to the faculty and have you tour
the classrooms. Your family will be treated to dinner-to-go…for a family meal at home or a picnic
in the park.
The changing season brings changes in classroom staff. Listed are the classrooms and
staff for September 2022. A packet of 2022 PEP Staff Bios will go to families that attend PEP’s
Open House. Please come to PEP’s Open House. The staff are looking forward to meeting you!
Infant/Toddler Classrooms (upper level) Love Bugs-Ms. Nicole & Ms. Kristin; Beautiful
Butterflies-Ms. Julie T. & Ms. Autumn; Darling Dragonflies-Ms. Terri, Ms. Ruslana, & Ms.
Mackenzie; Busy Bees-Ms. Emily & Ms. Jacinda; Ms. Kasey-break coverage.
Preschool Classrooms (lower level) Sunshine Room-Ms. Mariah & Ms. Jenele*; Fantastic
Frogs-Ms. Sandra & Ms. Megan; Shining Stars-Ms. Maria, Ms. Melinda, & Mr. Cody*
School-age (Kurth Hall/Lower Level)-Ms. Jenele, Mr. Cody, & Ms. Megan*
Director-Ellen Kvalheim; Assistant Director-Kristin Burr; Bookkeeper-Ms. Megan; Curriculum
Coordinator/Liaison Teacher-Ms. Jenele; Health & Safety Coordinator-Ms. Melinda;
Cook-Ms. Cathleen*
The PEP staff are excited in looking forward to a safe, healthy, and successful schoolyear at
Park’s Edge Preschool. Please pray for our staff and all teachers this schoolyear. Thank you!

Themes w/ Christian Sub Themes
Upstairs & Downstairs Themes
8/29-9/2: Wonderful World of Pete the Cat
Mark 9:23 Jesus said ‘If you can’ All things
are possible for one who believes.
9/5-9/9: ‘Bus’’tin’ into School
God gave us friends to play and share with
Prayer: Thank you God for our time spent
together.
9/12-9/16: My Family My Heart
-Jesus goes to the temple with his family.
God gives us a family to care for us
9/19-9/23: I am Special I am Me
God knew who we would be even before we
were born
We are special in God’s eye
9/26-9/30: Eric Carle, Eric Carle What do you
see?
2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is breathed out
by God and profitable for teaching”

Pastor’s Note:
Strong and Vigilant God:
Our children are back in school, with their
friends, under the care of teachers and aides who
will surround them with love. They will help
these children flourish, in places where fear can
be the farthest thing from their young, still
forming minds.
But we’re parents. We know the world we live in.
We know that growing up is hard. Despite every
reassurance, we will worry anyway.
So we come to you with our uncertainties,
knowing that You will not judge us, or accuse us
of lacking faith, because whatever concerns we
have grow from our love, and our desire to
protect our children, even when we can’t be
physically with them.
Remind us that You love our children more than
we can imagine. Remind us that You are
watching them even when we can’t. Remind us
that we are in partnership with a God who is,
right now, working so that all of us can flourish,
in safety and peace.
Thank you.
Amen.
Dale Stohre

