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Dear Park’s Edge Preschool
Families:
November was a time of
reflection, evaluation, and
thankfulness and as
December approaches, we
look forward to the
excitement of activity the
Christmas season brings to
Park’s Edge Preschool.
Food is love…and who doesn’t
love the “Good News Group’ of
Emanuel Church for the
delicious Frazzled Family
Dinner-to-go, served to all
PEP families and staff on
Wednesday, November 17th.
The dedicated volunteers
made it a true success in
serving over eighty families’
pasta-to-go. Prayers and
conversation cards completed
every family’s dinner. Park’s
Edge Preschool truly
appreciates this annual event
and generosity expressed
especially during this moment
in time, when everyone is
feeling fatigued and frazzled.
A special ‘thank you shout out’
to Emanuel Church’s Interim
Pastors: Reverend Deb
Payden, Reverend Tom
Payden, and Reverend Tim
Perkins along with the
wonderful volunteers that
cooked and served: Jeff
Johnson, Jayne Larsen, Karin
McElrone and her daughter
Hannah, Julie Porter, and of
course PEP’s one and only,
Assistant Director, Kristin
BurrJ PEP is looking forward
to next year’s Frazzled Family
Dinner, only with less frazzle
please!!
Thank you to the families
that participated in PEP’s
Parent-teacher Conference
Night, November 18th. In
May and November, parents
and teaching staff have the

opportunity to meet for 10 to
15 minutes to review their
individual child’s portfolio and
discuss the child’s growth and
development. The portfolios
display milestone moments
through photographs,
anecdotal notes, and creative
expression such as art.
The portfolio documents the
child’s progress in our
program and serves as a
valuable resource and
keepsake when the family no
longer needs our services.
We look forward to meeting
with you again in May but
want to remind you that
parents are welcome anytime
of the year to meet with your
child’s teacher…just let us
know. Thank you!
Bi-annually, parents are asked
to reflect on Park’s Edge
Preschool’s programming by
completing a NAC Parent
Survey. The survey consists
of 30 questions focused on
the quality of our child-care
services. The survey results
are tallied and reported
annually to the Association
for Early Learning Leaders,
which is the governing body
of the NAC Accreditation.
Early January, the staff
reviews the parent
surveys and set goals for the
upcoming year. It is a valuable
tool to learn how we can
better serve our families. If
you didn’t receive one, please
take one located above the
family mailboxes, in the entrance lobby or ask for one.
PEP appreciates you!
Celebrating the Christmas
season is always a special
treat at Park’s Edge
Preschool…although things are
a little different due to
COVID. Park’s Edge Preschool
All-Center Christmas Party
for our families has been
adjusted for a safe Christmas
season this year. The event is

scheduled for Thursday,
December 9th from 5:30 to
7:30pm. Santa Claus will be
here too, so please see the
sign-up schedule at the front
desk for a family visit with
Santa Claus who will be
located in the Narthex.
FYI-Santa will be wearing a
mask to meet safety
precautions too. This annual
holiday event features free
Christmas make or take
activities in every classroom.
Each family member and
visitor will receive a
prepackaged decorated sugar
cookie to safely eat at home.
We are collecting
non-perishable food items at
this event to bring holiday
cheer to other families too.
Thank you.
PEP’s favored Jesus’ Birthday
Celebration will look different
again…the Christmas Story
will be put on a zip drive and
made to-go due to COVID.
We want everyone to be able
to visit with their loved ones
this Christmas. Therefore
PEP has decided that to ‘play
it safe’, ‘Jesus-to-go’ is the
only way to go this year!
The CHHSM stone wrapped in
blue tissue that I randomly
picked at the workshop read
‘Blessed’. I am blessed to be
at Park’s Edge Preschool
during the Christmas season
and I hope you and your
family is blessed this
Christmas season too, with
laughter, good health and
above all lots of love and good
cheer!
Merry Christmas!
Ellen M. Kvalheim
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Love Bugs
Oh my we can’t believe it is
December already? November
flew by with a lot of exciting
events. We would like to
express our deep gratitude for
the parents that attended
conference night. November
brought a new and exciting
birthdays! Molly and Naomi
celebrated their 1st birthday! This
month we celebrate Leo and
Clara’s 1st birthday! We were
excited to share with it with them
and know they will have fun
transitioning to the Beautiful
Butterflies. We welcomed a new
friend Liliana to our room we
look forward to getting to know
her and her family.

If you take your child out in the
snow this winter we would love
to hear about it. Or better yet, see
a picture of it.
They can be emailed to Ms.
Kristin at
Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com
We are getting excited to film our
Jesus’s Birthday Celebration song.
We also are looking forward to
hearing from you “What your
family is wishing for in 2022?”
You can send a message on
ProCare or fill out a notecard.
With the weather changing,
please bring in slippers or shoes
and check cubbies for warmer
clothing. We will still be going
outside for walks.
Our Love Bugs are growing so

much. Leo has mastered
waving hi/bye to everyone. Clara
is saying more words. Quinn
started jar food and loves showing us her tongue. Henry has
mastered rolling over
everywhere. Mathilda is
practicing sitting up with no
support. Pierce is doing longer
periods of tummy time. Our child
of the month Madison has
mastered sitting up with no
support, eats her cereal like a
champ and likes to cuddle and
listen to story time. Way to go
Love Bugs.
Thank you for a great year see
you in 2022!
Ms. Nicole & Ms. Terri

Beautiful Butterflies
Hello Families and Friends!
Parent-teacher conferences went
great. It was a wonderful
opportunity to hear what we have
been learning and our upcoming
plans for further growth. If you
couldn’t make it and want to
schedule one, please let the office
know. We can set-up a 15
minute conference for you.
This month we say Happy
Birthday Jesus. Remember Jesus is
the reason for every season.
Speaking of celebrations,
November and December finds us
celebrating a lot of birthdays.

Happy Birthday– Lucas, Molly,
andWalter!
The class enjoyed painting,
building with duplo blocks and soft
blocks, and our always fun walks
outside.
It has been cold outside, but we
still go out for some fresh air (20
degrees or higher) so please bring
in labeled hats, mittens, boots,
snow pants and winter coats
every day! Thank you so much.
We are proud of our milestones
with our Butterflies– Walter is
taking a few steps on his own,
Benjamin is signing please, Lucas is
moving fast across the room, Kaia

is turning pages in a book, Finn is
enjoying music, Zoey puts toys
away, Jack says hi a lot, and Jordan
does actions to ’twinkle twinkle
little star’.
This month we will be working on
using our spoons and forks. Stay
tuned for our progress.
We will be sending home a
Christmas Tree please decorate and
return.
We hope you all enjoy all the
sights and sounds of the magical
season.

Darling Dragonflies
We can’t believe December is
already here. We hope
everyone had a blessed
Thanksgiving. We have had a
fun November, full of falling
leaves and giving thanks with
our families and a lot of nature
walks. We made art out of the
things we found on our fun
endeavors. We did a lot with
our senses like, smelling fruity
markers, taste testing some
yummy fruit and pushing
colorful shaving cream
throughout a bag. It was a
exciting time.

We will be working on taking
turns with our friends and will
be guiding our friends to use
basic manners. We will
encourage both voices and sign
language to achieve this. We
will be starting with Please,
Thank You, and more. We are
excited to help with this skill.

We will be sending home two
things this month. We will be
sending home a star to be
decorate and an All About Me
sheet, please return these to
help transition our room to the
holiday season and share with
our friends the awesome things
about us!

Our Child of the Month is
Isaiah. Isaiah loves playing with
cars outside, taking his shoes
off and hiding them, building
with blocks and snuggling with
his teachers. We can’t wait to
see his pictures.

We are excited to explore the
Holiday season with all our
friends, we know it will have a
abundant amount of fun!
Have a Happy and Great
Christmas!
Ms. Jennifer & Ms. Alaynah

Peace, Hope, Joy
Ms. Julie & Ms. Gina
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Busy Bees
Brr.. It’s getting chilly outside,
we’ve had a ‘turkeytastic’
November, and have worked
hard this month. We’ve been
practicing flipping our coats
on and are working on figuring
out how to pull our snow pants
and gloves on.

Christmas party on December
9th.

out their own and it makes
them super excited to do so.

We will be learning about
Kid’s in the Kitchen, Santa’s
workshop, a Savior is born,
and Celebration’s around the
world.

Thank you all for the
wonderfully decorated turkeys
for our gate, they are
awesome.

We are sad to say good-bye to
Quinn and Meadow as they
will be transitioning to the
Sunshine room. We know they
will have so much fun.

Our Child of the Month will
be Jackson. Jackson loves
cooking in housekeeping,
puzzle play and running fast
on the playground. We are
excited to see his pictures.
December is going to be a lot
of fun and we can’t wait to get
started.

This month we will be
sending home a Santa to
decorate and write what we are
hoping to get from Santa this
Christmas season. We can’t
wait to see Santa at our

We have been working on
cleaning up and we have been
receiving stickers for our great
job. The children get to pick

Ms. Emily &

We hope you have a
wonderful Holiday!

Busy Bee Friends

Sunshine Room
Ho! Ho! Ho! Welcome
December, it’s our favorite time
of the year.
Before jumping into the fun of
December, let us tell you all
about our November. Our
favorite activity was going to the
backfield to play with the trucks
and push them through the leaf
piles. We made beautiful art
work full of fall colors. It was a
great month. We know
December will be just as much
fun.
For December, we will be
learning about the birth of Jesus
and that special visitor who
comes down our chimney this
time of year. We will also be

counting down the days till
Christmas, this is a great
number skills for us. We will
begin our special presents for
our family and learn the art of
giving by creating and
wrapping these precious gifts.
Our goal for December will be
perfecting our self-help skills.
We will practice putting on our
snow pants, mittens/gloves and
our coats. We will also be
working on using our words to
tell the teachers when they need
help with these skills. Practice
makes perfect.

enough clothes in case of
accidents or wet from playing in
the snow. Please have snow
pants, boots, and 2 pairs of gloves
for outside. We go outside
everyday.
We will be sending home a
Christmas tree for the children to
decorate with your family. We are
excited to hang these in our
classroom. Thank You.
We hope you have a wonderful
Christmas and Happy New Year!
Ms. Mary & Ms. Lexi &
Sunshine Friends

Please check your child’s
cubby to make sure they have

Fantastic Frogs
what real and make believe means
December already?! We cannot
to us.
believe how quickly these months
are flying by, but we know it’s
This month we will continue to
probably because we are so busy in
practice flipping our own coats on,
our classroom! During the month of
zipping, and putting on our winter
November, the friends in the
gear (snow pants, mittens, boots,
Fantastic Frogs worked together on
and hats). Please practice this at
flipping and zipping coats, and
home, too. For example, flipping
recognizing and writing our first
their coat on, putting mittens on,
names. For Superhero Week we
and putting their boots on. A fun
decided that we already have a lot
way is to ‘beat the timer.’ We look
of Superhero activity in our
forward to breaking some records.
classroom, so we decided to focus
We will also be using scissors, and
on the superpower that we all share:
learning the right amount of glue to
the ability to be kind! The children
use (“Just a drop, not a lot!”).
did a wonderful job focusing on
We are seeing a lot of proud faces
ways to be kind to their friends and
lately!

We see even more pride when a
child is able to teach a friend how to
do something. It’s really wonderful
to see friends helping each other.
In addition to these self-help skills,
we will kick the month off with
some five senses fun and focusing
on the importance of Jesus during
this special season.
Thank you for your help!
Merry Christmas!
Ms Melinda & Ms. Julie A.
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Shining Stars
Oh my it’s December already! I
hope everyone had a wonderful
and Happy Thanksgiving. We
spent a lot of time talking about
all the things we will eat at
Thanksgiving, yum! We also
talked about the difference in
taste and smells of food all
around us.

December

A birthday celebration for Jesus
this month, he is the reason for
the season.
If you are able, we would love if
you shared a favorite family
recipe. We will be creating a
recipe cookbook for our dramatic

play center and we would love
the personal touch, this will also
help us enhance our 5 senses talk
and Christmas conversations. We
can talk about how they are the
same, different and the different
measurements used to create the
recipes.
December we will be working on
talking about traditions and what
they mean. We will also talk
about how traditions can be
started and how they are apart of
our family and friends lives. This
is a magical time for us and we
look forward to sharing it
together.
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December brings a lot of math
fun as well. We will be
comparing same and different
items throughout the month and
using words like more and less.
We will also continue learning
how to get our snow gear on by
ourselves and helping others
learn. Please continue to bring in
gloves, hats, snow-pants and
boots as needed.
We hope you have a Happy
Holiday and a Great New Year.

Ms. Tori & Shining Star
Friends

ATTENTION FAMILIES!!!
Christmas Holiday Schedule—regular tuition payment is charged. 2021 Vacation Vouchers may be used for sick,
vacation or holiday time off. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Park’s Edge Preschool’s Christmas Holiday Schedule
Thursday, December 23rd- Christmas Holiday—PEP is Closed
Friday, December 24th– Christmas Eve—PEP is Closed
Friday, December 31st—New Year’s Day Holiday—PEP is Closed

Slithering Snakes
Do you remember the month of November? We barely do! This year is flying by us, and December is already
upon us. Please remember that as the snow starts falling we will all need hats, gloves, and boots to combat the winter
chill. As fall becomes winter we look fondly back on November, and the opportunities we had to watch the world
bloom with vivid colors before they recede to weather another winter. Also in November we discussed the history of
Thanksgiving, and what it means to be grateful. We also finished our choose your own adventure books, and have
since started reading The Magic Treehouse series to start our mornings. Please ask your child about any sections
they found memorable!
Now as we dash through December we have a myriad of events to look forward to. Jesus’ birthday will kick
off our month, as we retell the birth of our savior, and we will be once again sending home the recording of our
performance. Next we’ll have Santa's workshop in the middle of the month, where all children will have the
opportunity to shop for their loved ones. And finally we’ll have a special visit from everyone’s favorite man in red, Mr.
Claus himself. He will stop by for photos on December 9th, and all classrooms will have an activity that can be
completed either here, or at home. We can’t wait for these events and look forward to your involvement in them all. We
will also have some very interesting themes, as we explore the story of Santa Claus, and take a look at the history of
Christmas cookies.
We hope you all enjoyed your thanksgivings, and appreciated those who are near and dear to your heart. As
we all spend some much needed time at home with our loved ones we ask you to send prayers to those who may be
facing difficult times these holidays. We wish you all a joyous and bountiful season and look forward to another year of
growth and compassion.
December will be here and gone in a flash, but we can’t wait for another incredible month. We look forward to
weathering another winter with you all!
Thank you,
The Slithering Snakes

Safety First at Park’s Edge Preschool!
Parents please hold onto your child’s hand when walking through the
parking lot at drop off and pick-up times! Drivers please slow down!

December

2021

Important Dates:

Thursday, December 9th—Christmas Party with Special Guest Santa—
6:00-7:30 pm—Details to Follow
Monday, December 13th– Santa’s Workshop starts
3 gifts for $6! Children can have fun shopping and
wrapping gifts for Family members.
December 23rd– January 3rd– Winter Break for Whitnall Schools– Sign Up Today
December 23rd-24th – PEP Closed for the Christmas holiday
* Regular Tuition Charges Apply*
December 31st – PEP Closed for the New Years holiday
* Regular Tuition Charges Apply*

A Pastor’s Note

Themes w/ Christian Sub Themes
Upstairs & Downstairs Themes
11/29- 12/03: My 5 Senses
God gave me my senses to use everyday
Psalm 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!

12/6- 12/10: Kids in the Kitchen: Mmm..Cookies
The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:5-9)
Not all Gingerbread men are the same just like we
are not all the same or speak the same language.

12/13- 12/17: Santa’s Workshop
Prayer: Thank you for all my cozy clothes that keep
me warm outside.
Story of the Queen who gave interesting presents
(1Kings 10:1-10)

12/20- 12/24: A Savior is Born
The reason for the season

God of Hope and Joy:
In these busy weeks, may the heart of this holiday season
not be lost on us.
It’s been a while since some of us have reflected on the
Christmas story, especially as parents. Remind us that, as
wonderful as mangers and angels and Wise Men are, this
story is centered in a family. It tells of becoming parents
as a child is born, and we can relate to that!
Remind us again of the courage of Jesus’ young mother,
and the generosity of His father, to not walk away from
this unexpected and difficult beginning. And remind us
that, just being parents, they played a pivotal role in history…including our own.
We too need courage, and a generous spirit towards
others, whether our children, or each other.
So grant us hope in this season of waiting. And grant us
joy, in being alive, being parents, and being people who,
in the simple things of living, can bring light into the
world.
Amen!
Pastor Dale Stohre

NAC Nook
The Council for Health and Human Service Ministries’ (CHHSM) mission is to sustain and advance the work of
healing and service as a ministry of the United Church of Christ. Park’s Edge Preschool has been recognized as a
CHHSM ministry since 1999. On Friday, November 5th, Park’s Edge Preschool closed at noon so all PEP staff
could participate in a virtual training through CHHSM’s leadership, as part 2 of ‘Nollau to you too! ’Part 1 of the
CHHSM Leadership training was April 23rd. The training opportunity offered activities and discussion that
emphasize our mission in serving as an outreach for Emanuel Church in sharing Christ’s teachings with the
families/children we care for. The training met NAC Accreditation and state educational requirements.
Each staff member was given a stone wrapped in a variety of blue tissue paper for the closing activity. The paper
represented water, as though each of us were reaching for a stone from a pool of water. Unwrapped, we
discovered that each stone revealed a spiritual word; all twenty-five unwrapped were as unique to the staff that
received them. Examples of the words on each stone; blessed, faith, success, believe, freedom, etc. Please check
out our new bulletin board in PEP’s front lobby to see who received which stone. The stones will serve as a
keepsake of a unique training validating diversity in our world and in our program.

SANTA’S WORKSHOP IS BACK!
‘Tis the season for giving and Santa’s
Workshop is right around the corner!
Monday , December 13th marks the grand
opening. Gifts are gently used, donated
items and the cost is 3 gifts for $6. This is a
great opportunity to allow your child the
wonderful gift of giving while creating
cherished memories and increasing their
sense of accomplishment.
Sign-up sheets will be handed out in
mailboxes so don’t miss the chance to sign
your child up.
Ages 2 & Up can participate

Hello families, December is here and we have
some great deals in scholastics for this month.
Books are perfect gifts and stocking stuffers. This
months Early childhood flier will be in your
mailbox the second weekend of December and
will be due December 17th. You can look at the
different fliers for all age groups offered online.
P.E.P’s online code is WL8NJ
We earn points whether you order online or
through the catalog.
We would like to give a big Thank You, to all the
families who purchased books in November.
Thank you for your continued support!
Ms. Sandra
Scholastic Coordinator

10627 W. Forest Home Ave
Hales Corners, WI 53130
Phone: (414) 427-9561
Fax: (414) 427-1220
Email: Elen@parksedgepreschool.com
CC: Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

