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A Letter from the Director... 
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Happy Birthday 
Easton L. 01/05/2017 
Cedric T.  01/10/2011 
Aaron B.  01/11/2013 
Kennedi T.      01/15/2018 
Callie K.         01/20/2016 
Cara B             01/24/2012   
Mason D.        01/25/2015  
James B.          01/31/2018 

 

Park’s Edge Preschool 

                  Put a little PEP in your life! 

Ms. Ruslana 01/29/2016 

Dear Park’s Edge Preschool 
Families:  
                                                                                                                               
Happy New Year and                 
welcome 2021! A new year is 
upon us at PEP…and we are 
adopting a new attitude…this 
COVID-19 virus is not going 
to get us down! The Park’s 
Edge Preschool Board voted 
unanimously to use received 
Emergency Funding to                
install an Air Quality                          
Purifying System that will 
ionize odors, mold, bacteria, 
and virus; including the 
COVID-19 virus.  PEP has 
been blessed to stay open the 
entire year without                                    
interruption in service during a 
pandemic.  Park’s Edge                     
Preschool has proven to be 
essential to families this year 
and will continue. 
The non-perishable food  
donations collected for the 
annual food drive walk-a-thon 
and PEP’s first annual                               
‘Trunk-or-Treat’ were           
donated to St. Vincent de 
Paul and the Congregation 
of the Great Spirit. This was 
done through the help of Pam 
and Dave Lownik,                           
Coordinator for St. Mary’s 
Food Pantry.   The Hunger 
Task Force bin was                               
overflowing with many                  
generous donations of peanut 
butter…a valuable resource of 
protein to the homeless                       
population.  Hunger never 
takes a Christmas break; food 
donations are always welcome 
here! Please keep the families 
that go hungry this                 
Christmas holiday season in 
your thoughts and prayers.   
Jesus’ Birthday Celebration 
is a favorite ‘PEP family’ 
tradition here. This year we 

titled our event ‘Jesus’                  
Birthday Celebration-                      
To-Go’ because the whole 
program was available to                
purchase rather than risk PEP 
families health and safety.  
The 2020 special Christmas 
production, ‘The Holiest 
Night’, was fully recorded on 
Wednesday, December 16th in 
Emanuel Church’s beautiful 
sanctuary.  The program            
included participation from              
every child, wearing symbolic 
Christmas costumes, and/or 
singing traditional Christmas 
carols.  Each age group was 
recorded individually, in              
respect to COVID-19,                             
practicing safe distancing.  
The entire program was put 
together on a ‘PEP logoed’ zip 
drive for each family to enjoy 
in the safety and comfort of 
their home this Christmas sea-
son.  Thank you goes to Eman-
uel Church and Pastor Bill for 
making a seasonal     appear-
ance on PEP’s                 
Christmas Presentation with a 
prerecorded ‘Children’s Time’ 
with a Christmas theme to top 
off the recording.  At the end 
of the programming day,              
everyone was treated to a 
‘Jesus’ birthday cupcake.  A 
special ‘thank you’ goes out 
to our gifted, technological 
savvy, Jenele Baldwin, who 
made it all possible.   
Park’ Edge Preschool has been 
a member of the United 
Church of Christ’s Council for 
Health and Human Service 
Ministries (acronym CHHSM) 
since June 1999. Sunday, 
January 31st is CHHSM 
Sunday.  CHHSM Sunday 
gives Emanuel Church                  
members an opportunity to 
celebrate Park’s Edge                   

Preschool’s ministry serving 
Hales Corners, and the                   
surrounding community with 
Christian child-care. Special 
blessings and prayers are              
bestowed upon Park’s Edge                 
Preschool staff and Emanuel 
Church members, in the health 
and human service                            
professions. This year,                   
CHSSM’s 83rd Annual              
Meeting is Themed ‘Together 
We Create a Just, Caring and                            
Compassionate World.   Due 
to the health risks COVID-19 
presents, the many CHHSM 
ministry national leaders will 
be gathering virtually March 2
-4.  Please pray for the               
United Church of Christ’s 
Council for Health and              
Human Service Ministries 
and the vulnerable                                
populations they serve. 
 
I hope you were entertained 
with our hearty rendition of ‘We 
Wish You a Merry                                
Christmas’, and that our wish 
for you came true!  I want to 
thank you, on behalf of the staff 
and myself, for helping to make 
our Christmas wishes come true. 
 
Thank you for the many gifts 
and treats—you really spoiled 
us this year!  Thank you for 
your continued support and 
prayers for Park’s Edge  
Preschool.  Good tidings to 
you and your family for the 
New Year! 
 
Sincerely,                                                                                                                   

Ellen M. Kvalheim 
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Beautiful Butterflies 

Love Bugs 

fine tuning our table self help skills. 
We role model how to use our    

utensils. If the children need a little 
extra help we try doing 'hand over 
hand' so they learn the motion of 

getting it to their mouth. This room 
is when we start to transition them 
to an open cup as well.  We only 
pour a little at a time and  always 
fill it up again once they drink it. 

 
January’s child of the month is 

Fynn. Fynn loves playing with the 
babies, playing outside,   finishing 

puzzles and matching games.                 
 

 Our Dragonflies have been busy.             
Declan loves to play with the felt 

board, Mason enjoys building           
towers with blocks, Layla plays 

with babies a lot and like to cover 

Happy New Year!  
We hope everyone had a                  

wonderful fun filled holiday!  
It was a lot of fun in December. We 

enjoyed making our stars and               
performing at Jesus’ Birthday            

Celebration. We really              
appreciate everyone who watched 
our performance in the comforts of 

their home. Our appreciation 
doesn’t end there,  we truly felt  

appreciated and loved this  holiday 
season Thank You!  

 
For January we will be sending 

home a star to write your favorite 
Christmas dish that you tried             
together as a family. We look             

forward to creating a bulletin board 
to share with families.  

In January we will be working on 

them with blankets.  Connor has 
been building with blocks and 

builds different things. Nora likes 
to relax on the couch and read a 
book, Jackson likes to go up and 
down on the climber outside, and 
Mae likes to play with the people 

and animals.  
We are proud of all of them!  

  
January is sure too be a fun month 

full of great experiences!  
 

Ms. Jennifer & Ms. Ruslana  

 
 
 

 

Darling Dragonflies 
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Our class is growing up so fast. 
We will be welcoming two 

friends Blayne and Zoey to our 
class. Finn enjoys babbling/

talking all day. Benji is grabbing 
for toys, and making them light 

up. Kaylie smiles a lot and we are 
learning her personality more and 
more. Our child of the month will 

be Logan. Logan mimics facial         
expressions and is beginning to 
‘zoom’ around the room. Can’t 

wait to see what pictures he 
brings in.  

Pictures can be emailed to Ms. 
Kristin if you wish.                                               

Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com 
 

We made a class picture called 
’walking in a winter                        

wonderland’ it turned out               
beautiful. We will continue to 
work on creating more class  

projects using our hands and feet 
for  inspiration.  

 
We are hoping for snow in                

January so we can go out and 
play in it. Stay tuned for details 
on this fun activity this time of 

year.    
 The newness of this year                  

inspires us to reflect and be   
grateful for all the great things 

that have begun.  
 

Best wishes to all our P.E.P.       
families and may this new year be 

blessed.  
 

Ms. Nicole & Ms. Terri 

Time flies when you’re having 
fun! December seemed to go by in 
the blink of an eye! From working 

on our parent gifts, to                    
participating in our ‘Jesus                

Birthday to Go’ presentation. It 
was a busy month.  

 
We are starting the new year off 

with two of our friends                        
transitioning over to the                  

butterflies classroom.  
 

Isaiah has done a great job of              
scooting to get to toys, and  Eliza 

has practiced sitting up with                   
assistance.                                          

Way to go Eliza and Isaiah.  
 

“Brown Bear Brown Bear 
What Do You See?” 

Logan will be our child of the 
month! Logan crawls, claps, 

plays with balls and plays with             
dinosaurs. Can’t wait to see his 
pictures. Vincent is starting to 

take a few steps, Anna dances to 
music, and Roman stands along 

furniture, Evan laughs a lot. 
Lucas rolls balls. Eliza likes 

books and Isaiah pushes cars.  
 

In December we explored new 
sensory bottles, shook jingle 

bells nice and loud, and created 
a lot of art. It was a fun month! 

We, hope you enjoyed your  
Jesus Birthday Celebration to 
go. We had a lot of fun filming 

Happy New Year! January’s 
birthstone is Garnet. How      

beautiful of a stone to start the 
New Year off right. The new 
year brings new resolutions, 

new excitement, and new 
growth in our lives.    

    
  To kick off this great year, we 

will be working on the sign                
language words– “more” and 

“all done”,  as well as exploring 
the colder weather outside.                      

We are on the move!  
 

January also brings new         
fingerplay stories and new 

songs for us to explore. We are 
really looking forward to                 

sharing the always favorite 

the show.  
 

We are hoping that each family 
would share with us a new          

tradition you have started as 
family. Do you read a favorite 
bed time story? Or Sing a new 
song? We would love to hear 

about it.   
 

 We wish you a wonderful New 
Year and May God Bless You!  

 
Ms. Julie, Ms. Gina  

&              
 The Beautiful Butterflies 

 
 

 



for the season. The children              

enjoyed a book called “A Stable in 

Bethlehem”, focusing on the       

animals in the stable with Baby 

Jesus.  

This January, we will continue 

counting and exploring our                

numbers and letters. The children 

will start the month feeling extra 

comfy and relaxed during our 

“Cozy Week.” They are welcome 

to wear pajamas, bring a favorite 

book to share, and a stuffed animal 

from home. We will also learn a lot 

about hibernation and maybe our 

gingerbread house will become a 

bear cave! Finally, as the children 

learn how to stay warm outside, we 

will learn about several different 

animals and what they do to keep 

warm. 

Happy New Year! Oh, what fun 

the Fantastic Frogs had in           

December!  We are certainly ready 

for a fresh, new year! December 

was filled with smelling, touching, 

tasting, seeing, and hearing yummy 

treats that we made ourselves. The 

children seemed to enjoy the           

sensory table filled with red and 

white tinsel, peppermint, paper, 

sparkles, and beads to “bake” 

cupcakes for  Santa. The favorite 

activity was definitely the                

gingerbread that house we made 

out of boxes and  decorations. The 

children used their imaginations to 

pretend they were in the North 

Pole. Some of the children used 

tools to “fix” the house, and others 

used the house for a cozy reading 

space. Of course, we ended the 

month focusing on the real reason 

 Please continue to encourage your 

child to practice zipping their coat, 

putting on their hats/mittens, and 

changing from shoes to boots.  

Thank you for making sure your 

child has a blanket for rest time, and 

taking it home every week to wash. 

We are trying to encourage the             

children to keep their blankets on 

their cots for the week so that winter 

gear is not lost when blankets are 

pulled out of cubbies. However, we                  

understand there are a couple of 

friends that need their blankets at 

home with them. We hope you all 

had a wonderful and safe Christmas.                            

Thank you for your continued           

teamwork!  

Ms. Caitlin & Ms. Sandra  

 

 

Birthday play. We really got 
the hang of ‘Pa rum pum pum 

pum’.  

January is going to be a great 
month. We will be learning 

about bears and hibernation. 
Comfy and cozy,  a sleep  

adventure, (be sure to wear 

your pjs and comfy clothes 
that week). It is going to be 

‘snow’ much fun. Speaking of 
snow, we will also be learning 

about snow and how unique it 
is. We will be sending home a 

white piece of paper in hopes that 
as a family you can create a              

snowflake, that we could hang up 
around the classroom. We look 

forward to seeing them.  

We have talked about building a  
snowman a lot and can’t wait until 

we can build one.  

We hope you have a beautiful              
January.  

Ms. Mary, Ms. Emily H., & 

Ms. Anna   

Happy New Year! Christmas 
is over. The decorations have 

been put away, all the cookies 
have been eaten and the cold 
makes your face hurt. Fear 

not, We are heating things up 
in the Sunshine room! 

One of our best memories 

from December was our visit 
from Santa. We got to tell 

Santa what we wanted for 
Christmas and really enjoyed 

his visit. We had fun being 
drummers for our Jesus           

Happy New Year! We hope 
that everyone had a great 

Christmas, and New Year. 

We got to see Santa in                  
December, and worked super 

hard on our Christmas gifts! 
We hope everyone enjoyed 

them. We also worked really 

hard on our “Away in the           
Manager” scene for our             

Christmas Play. It was a busy 
month!  

We are excited for our           

upcoming themes, but                  
especially our Comfy Cozy 

week, where we will get to 

wear PJ’s everyday and talk 
about bedtime routines.  

Please check cubbies for warm 
gloves and hats. If possible 2 

pairs of gloves will help.   

For January our main               
objective will be to work            

together as a team, in having   

the children clean up their toys 
after themselves.  Some ways 

we do this is by putting on         
music, or making it a game. 

“Can you put away all the 
blocks before the song is 

over?” Or “Can you pick up 
all the stuffed animals before 
the timer goes off?”  We will 

also be working on putting our 
winter gear on by ourselves.  

They really feel joy when they 

get dressed all by themselves.   

Our child of the month will be 
Ayden. Ayden enjoys building 

with blocks, running on the 
playground, and playing with 

all his friends. We look                 
forward to seeing his pictures.  

We hope that everyone has a 

safe and fantastic start to their 
New Year. 

Ms. Emily  

Busy Bees 

Fantastic Frogs 

Sunshine Room 
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Welcome 2021 with open arms. 
I hope everyone had a happy 

and healthy holiday. December 
was full of excitement and joy. 

The children loved the themes of 
‘Smells of Christmas,’ where we 
had to find the gingerbread boy! 
Big shout out to Ben who found 

him daily and did not tell his 
friends and let them find it. Our 

countdown to Christmas we 
spent time talking about how 
important it ts to give, and put 

on a pageant ‘to go’. Sadie did a 
great job with our Christmas 

stories, and answering the          
comprehensive questions after. 

Fletcher used his table manners 
so well that he even helped his 

friends remember them.  
 Since December was so busy, 
and math skills take some time 

to sink in, we are going to            
continue focusing on math in 

January. Math ties into our            
calendar. We will also be adding 
the concept of years, dates and 
months. We are excited to get 

started.  
Reminder that toys can be 

brought in on Fridays for show 
and tell. This is a great way to 
help us with our social skills, 

language skills, and math as we 

count down until it’s Friday.  
We have not needed our snow 
gear yet, but we are sure it will 
come. Please be sure to include 
an extra pair of gloves for those 

extra snow day fun.  
We will be talking about goals 

in January. We will send home a 
sheet of paper with our school 

goal, and hoping you will fill out 
your family goal and return it 
and we can talk about it as a 

class.  
Thank You and have a great 

January.  
 

Ms. Melinda & Ms. Tori  

Shining Stars 
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in the new year. Crazy, right? This 
year will be full of  

exciting things.  
We have new  boxes and tubes to 
create with, as well as a new recipe 
for playdough we are going to try. 

 January will also bring us lots of fun 
projects planned including; mini  
marshmallow designs and  crazy 

color spin art!  
Make sure you sign your child up if  
they will be attending PEP on days 
schools are closed. In January their 
only days off are  January 15th & 

 18th.  
 

Have a Safe and Happy New Year!  
Ms. Jenele & Mr. Cody  

  

        Bussed Snakes  
Q; What did the snowman say to  the 

other snowman? 
A; (sniff, sniff) Do you smell  

carrots? 
Last month was full of holiday fun! 

We made a splash around the               
community as Santa drove the bus to 
pick up the children. We still were able 

to perform our Jesus’ Birthday                     
Christmas play (the  children did 

great)! We also had Santa’s Workshop. 
The children love being able to pick 
out gifts for their families and wrap 

them. And, of course, we had                
Christmas! So many fun things              

happened last month but now we are 

Slithering Snakes 
Virtual Snakes  

And just like that, 2020 is           
ho-ho over! We made it to 

2021! And boy was that a wild 
ride!  

We, however, have a feeling 
that 2021 will have some 

great things in store for us.  
Virtual snakes brought their                  

A-game to see off December. 
We decorated our room for 

Christmas, exchanged                 
homemade gifts, did some 

tasty colorful experiments and                 
participated in a virtual play.  

We shopped til we dropped at               
Santa’s Workshop.   
We look forward to                            

regathering and turning our 
room to a wacky wonderland.  

 

 

Santa’s Workshop Fundraiser Update: 

We are pleased to announce that Santa’s Workshop was success again this year raising $366.00.                

The children had a blast shopping for their family members and wrapping the hand picked gifts. The money 

will be used to help purchase classroom supplies. 

Santa’s Workshop is an annual ‘fun’draiser that has become a fun holiday tradition here at                                     

Park’s Edge Preschool.                                                                                                            

Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the success of your child’s growth and                   

development.  

Reminder: 
We would like to take a moment to ask for your help in keeping Park’s Edge healthy and clean.  

As a classroom we are washing our hands constantly and cleaning toys. If you could help us in this 
endless endeavor by helping your son/daughter wash their hands when they enter classroom, it 

will truly go a long way in efforts to keep a happy healthy classrooms.  
Thank You!  

Maybe we will even continue 
our thoughts on rebranding to 

the ‘howling wolves’.                                         
The possibilities for us are 

endless.   
 

A special reminder to bring 
warm clothes and snow gear 

so we can create special 
memories of making                 

snowmen and snow angels! 
 

Have a great New Year!  
Mr. James & Virtual Snakes   



January 
2021 

 

                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 
 

 Wednesday, January 1st-  PEP closed for New Years 
         2020Tuition Rates Go Into Effect 
      * Regular Tuition Charges Apply* 
 
January 4th-8th– Cozy Week—Wear your favorite pjs or comfy    
   clothes all week long!  
 
Thursday, January 14th– Staff CPR Training  
 
Friday, January 15th– No School Whitnall– Be sure to sign up  
 
Monday, January 18th– Martin Luther King Jr. Day– Wear Red, 
White & Blue 
 
Monday, January 18th– No School Whitnall— Be sure to sign up  
 
Sunday, January 31st– CHHSM Sunday 
 

 

 
God: 

We are hopeful people—yet if it was difficult to balance life’s demands a year ago, it has become, for many 
of us, much harder now. Especially for those of us as women, both mothers and workers. Our children’s  

education, our work, our health, are so uncertain. We are ending a year we want never to repeat. And we are 
tired. 

So we ask You: “Give us today our daily bread”—whether that’s strength, wisdom, patience, or simply 
bread for today’s sandwiches.  

And “Lead us not into temptation”—whether we’re tempted to despair, bitterness, or escape.  
Remind us, God, that you made us resilient people, parents and teachers who, in a matter of days—hours 
even!—re-invented how we nurture our children. We learned to Zoom, FaceTime, Live Stream. Often,        

v enforced distance drew us closer in spirit; those we took for granted became “essential” to us. 
You have better things in mind for us than this pandemic; better even than the “normal” that was also less 
than Your best. Better, when simple things like shops, restaurants—and hugs with our loved ones—will be 

more precious to us when we can reunite. 
So while we wonder, while we cope, while we ache…we simply ask: walk with us through this day; meet us 

again tomorrow, and each day after. And it will be enough. 
Amen 

Pastor Dale Stohre  

A Pastor’s Note  



 
Happy New Year to Everyone! Our  

catalogs for January 2020 are in. Please 
take a moment or two to look at all the 

great January deals. Remember that every 
time you place a Scholastic order through 

Park’s Edge Preschool it helps us add 
more great books to our library. The  

children cannot wait to get back into the 
library and look at all our books. 
Language and literacy are a very                   

important part of our days here at PEP 
and we take pride in  

helping your children develop the reading 
skills for their future success. I hope you 

all have a blessed new year and thank you 
to all families that ordered books               

throughout the school year!   
 

Ms. Sandra 
Scholastic Coordinator 

NAC Nook 

Saying 2020 has been an eventful year at Park’s Edge Preschool (and in the world) is 

an understatement!  January 2021 is the time of year when we reflect on the past and 

project what’s ahead of us in the upcoming year.  PEP’s most important goal for 

2021 is to continue to offer safe and healthy, high quality childcare that reflects and 

teaches Christian values.   

At our monthly meetings the staff review and reflect on NAC Accreditation criteria 

to maintain quality standards.  Park’s Edge Preschool’s NAC Accreditation is                  

current through October 27, 2024.  Next month’s staff meeting will include CPR                    

training. 

10627 W. Forest Home Ave 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 
Phone: (414) 427-9561 
Fax: (414) 427-1220 

Email: Ellen@parksedgepreschool.com 
CC: Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com 

Themes w/ Christian  
Sub Themes 

Upstairs & Downstairs Themes 

 

1/4- 1/8: Comfy Cozy- A Sleepy Adventure 
(Comfy Clothes & PJ Week) 

Proverbs 6:10: A little sleep, a little slumber, 
a little folding of the hands to rest. 

 
1/11- 1/15: Hibernation and Bears 

God created all animals 
 

1/18- 1/22: Penguins & Snowman-                          
A Slippery Slope 

God creates us each unique like snowflakes 
 

1/25- 1/29: Having ‘snow’ much fun! 
White snow symbolizes purity 

Psalm 51:7, "Wash me and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 


