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Put a little PEP in your life!
A Letter from the Director...
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Happy Birthday
Easton L.
01/05/2017
Cedric T.
01/10/2011
Aaron B.
01/11/2013
Annalie H.
01/13/2015
Callie K.
01/20/2016
Cara B
01/24/2012
Mason D.
01/25/2015
Kira T.
01/26/2009
Luca C.
01/30/2015
Mila L.
01/30/2015

Ms. Ruslana 01/29/2016

Dear Park’s Edge Families:
Happy New Year—
2019! December has flown
by…but my favorite highlight of
the Christmas season at Park’s
Edge Preschool always will be
Jesus’ Birthday Celebration.
Children’s Christmas Pageants
and programs is a wonderful
tradition in starting the
Christmas holiday season!
I want to be sure to
say thank you Nancy Erenz, an
Emanuel Church member for
her talented music
accompaniment for ‘The 10
Reasons for the Christmas
Season’. This was Nancy’s 10th
year of playing for PEP. The
holiday favorites sung by the
children included ‘Away in a
Manger’; ‘Twinkle, Twinkle
Little Star’; and ‘Silent Night’.
A ‘thank you’ goes to Pastor
Bill for warming our hearts
with a beautiful Christmas
Story. Ms. Jenele directed
PEP’s Christmas program this
year and was honored at the
finale with a beautiful bouquet
of Christmas colored flowers
which included a sprig of fresh
pine. Thanks to everyone for
bringing in the holiday spirit
and cherished memories to
start the season with Christ!
Thank you for
bringing the‘birthday gifts’ to
the party-like celebration. We
appreciated your participation
in bringing one or more
non-perishable food items for
the Hunger Task Force. The
overflowing box of donated,
non-perishable foods will soon
be picked-up by the Hunger
Task Force truck. Sadly, hunger

is year-round, but every
non-perishable food donation
helps fight against hunger.
Food items will be collected
through the holiday season.
Food donations to the hungry
is a great way to acknowledge
the birth of Jesus and serve
others. Thank you again!
I hope you were
entertained with our hearty
rendition of ‘We Wish You a
Merry Christmas’, and that our
wish for you came true! I want
to thank you, on behalf of the
staff and myself, for helping to
make our Christmas wishes
come true. Thank you for the
many gifts and treats—you’re
spoiling us with your
generosity!
2018 has been a year full
of surprises…especially the
roundabout project being
promoted to a 90-day road
construction project rather
than the originally projected
2-years. I believe God was
behind that decision and many
prayers were answered;
especially for the DOT in
meeting their deadline! I
appreciate our family’s
patience during those long 90
days this summer!
We are excited about
our 2018 construction project
on the lower level. The
hallway has a fresh coat of
paint, a new handrail, a new
closet door replaced an
accordion door in the purple
room, and PEP has new
register covers too! PEP has
new carpet in the purple room,
library and hallway. The color
scheme is beautiful and

calming. Thank you to KMF
Construction!
2019 will bring new
flooring to the classrooms; up
and down…and an added
precaution in protecting our
most precious ones, security
measures will be added
throughout the building. The
PEP’s front office will be
getting a face-lift too. Watch
for details and updates
throughout the school-year. It
is good for us to set goals for
the New Year and achieve
them. The environment is an
important element and the
foundation in supporting
quality child care.
Our staff set
Individual short/long term
goals (resolutions) for the New
Year! It is fun to look back on
the last years goals and see
how we’ve done. Mine is
always ‘better time
management’…still working on
it from last year! The number
one goal that we all agree on is
our commitment to the
children and families we serve
at Park’s Edge Preschool.
What are you looking forward
to in 2019?
Happy New Year!
Ellen M. Kvalheim
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Love Bugs
Time flies when you’re having
fun! December seemed to go by
in the blink of an eye! The cold
weather is here and we would
like to remind
everyone to make sure your
child has a snowsuit, gloves
and a hat.
We would like to thank families
for coming to the PEP annual
Christmas party and Jesus’
Birthday Celebration.
This month we welcome Nate
and Lillian and their families to
the Love Bugs classroom.
The colder weather isn’t
stopping the other Love Bugs
from growing and moving.

Which also brings a sad
goodbye to our friend
Donovan, Gracie and Charlotte
who graduated to the butterfly
room.
Our child of the month is Ivy.
Ivy has mastered sitting up by
herself and she is really
getting good at telling us
wonderful stories. Ivy loves to
take walks and see our
beautiful surroundings. Please
feel free to check out our board
with pictures of her.
Picture talk reminds us that this
is a great time to bring in or
update your family picture for
your son/daughter’s crib.

If you have not done so yet
please do! We also would love
to see those Christmas pictures,
if you have one with your
child’s favorite present we
would love to see them.
Pictures can be emailed to Ms.
Kristin if you wish.
Kritin@parksedgepreschool.com

The newness of this year
inspires us to reflect and be
grateful for all the great things
that have begun.
Best wishes to all our P.E.P.
families and may this new year
be blessed.
Ms. Nicole & Ms. Ruslana
Ms. Jacoba

Beautiful Butterflies
Happy New Year! January’s
birthstone is Garnet. How
beautiful of a stone to start the
New Year off right. The new year
brings new resolutions, new
excitement, and new growth in
our lives. To kick off this great
year we will be exploring
Celebrations around the World,
Wacky Fun (watch mailbox for
more details), Bears &
Hibernation, Artic Animals and
Shadow’s & Groundhogs. We
can’t wait to get started.
We are excited to tell our parents
of some amazing growth we have
seen in our students- Jon Jon has
begun to show a true love of the
outdoors and smiles every time
we are out there. Elise is using
sign language when she looking to

say please, thank you, and more.
Speaking of sign language Weston
is using sign language for please
and talking so much more.
Abram is walking with more
confidence and excelling at it!
Bodie is bringing us books and
sitting so nicely to hear them
read! Charlotte is moving fast
around the room. Coral and Luke
are singing and dancing all day
with the biggest smile. Sofia has
found out that she can unzip her
sweatshirt and make everyone
laugh while doing it. Donovan has
really caught on how to move
around the room, he is really
crawling fast! Last but, certainly
not least is Parker who has really
shown some artistic skills and
smiled a lot during art time. We

are so proud of all them and can’t
wait to see what more they will
do. A couple reminders for the
room- If you could continue to
provide labeled snow pants,
mittens, hats and boots we do go
out
every day!
Please consider turning in a New
Year’s resolution you have set for
you and your family. We would
like to tell the kids about this and
what it means.
We wish you a wonderful New
Year and May God Bless You!
Ms. Julie, Ms. Anna &
The Beautiful Butterflies

Darling Dragonflies
Happy New Year!
We hope everyone had a
wonderful fun filled holiday! It
was a lot of fun in December.
We enjoyed making our
costumes and performing at
Jesus’ Birthday Celebration. We
really appreciate everyone who
came and watched our
performance. Our appreciation
doesn’t end there though, Ms.
Sharon and I truly felt
appreciated and loved this
holiday season Thank You!
We are working on counting to
5 and getting dressed this
month. Some of us will be
starting open cups. Natalia,

Easton, Phoebe and Zeke have
started using an open cup and
doing great! We can’t wait to
see others around the room join
in this great hand-eye
coordination skill. We are very
excited to announce that the
class has truly mastered going
down a couple stairs! We are
proud of this accomplishment
and will be working on going
up the stairs next.
We are asking if you could
please check cubbies and make
sure that your child has the
following labeled itemsextra clothing, snow pants, hat,
mittens and boots. It is getting

cold out and we do go outside
every day. (20 degrees and
above). Speaking of getting
colder out, we would like to
take a moment to ask for your
help in keeping our room
healthy. We encourage all to eat
healthy and get plenty of sleep.
As a classroom we are washing
our hands constantly and
cleaning toys. If you could help
us in this endless endeavor by
helping your son/daughter wash
their hands when they enter the
classroom, it will truly go a long
way in efforts of happy healthy
classroom.
Thank you and Have a great
New Year!
Ms. Melinda, Ms. Sharon
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Busy Bees
Hello One and All,
We hope everyone had a great
end to the 2018 year. We had
so much fun at our Christmas
party with Santa and doing our
Jesus’ Birthday Celebration.
Thank you to all who
attended.
We have been working hard
on putting our snow pants and
boots on this year and look
forward to continuing this
throughout the New Year. We
encourage all families to work
on this too as it is a great
self-help skill that children
will utilize often. Please also
continue to bring weather

appropriate clothing labeled.
Our classroom is also working
on cleaning up our toys when
we are finished playing with
them and when we dump/
knock them over. We are
getting much better at this!
Our child of the month will be
Claire. Claire likes to take care
of the baby dolls in
housekeeping, finger painting,
and getting her hair done.
Claire also helps around the
classroom a lot especially with
helping friends get ready for
outside.
The Busy Bees would like to
welcome Amelia and her

family to our class and we
can’t wait to get to know her!
Our themes for January are,
Celebrations around the
World, Wacky Week (watch
mailbox for details), Bears and
Hibernation, Artic Animals,
and Shadows and Groundhogs. We are excited to
explore these fun themes.
Wishing you a fun and
Happy New Year!
Ms. Terri, Ms. Emily
&
The Busy Bees

Sunshine Room
Happy 2019. We just can’t
believe that 2018 went by so fast.
We hope that everyone had a
great Christmas and New Year.
We would like to thank all the
parents for coming to our
Christmas Party it was so much
fun seeing Santa. We loved seeing
all the parents during our Jesus’
Birthday Celebration. The
children and teachers worked hard
to make this happen.
The themes we will be exploring
this month is Wacky Week, Bears
and Hibernation, Artic Adventure,
and Shadows and Groundhogs.
This exploration comes with

adventures outside. Please
continue to bring in labeled snow
pants, gloves, boots, and hats.
With us starting a new year
Friday’s are going to be show and
tell days so please encourage your
son/daughter to bring in their
favorite toy (please no weapons),
favorite books, or stuff animals
are great ones to share. As with
everything brought in please try
to label all items.
With the New Year upon us, we
would like to do Child of the
Month. The Child of the Month is
Callie and Matilyn. Callie likes to
dress up in our dramatic play

area, pretend to be cooking food in
housekeeping, and likes to look at
books. Matilyn likes to dance and
make faces that make others laugh!
We are looking to grow our
housekeeping area with new items. If
you have any empty boxes of food or
plastic dishes you would like to
donate to our class, please feel free to
bring them in!
For January’s “homework” we are
going to be sending home pieces to a
snowman you can decorate it any way
you want with your child, have fun! I
hope that everyone has a safe and fun
January.
Ms. Mary, Ms. Jenele, Ms. Sandra,

Fantastic Frogs
Happy New Year! Can you
labeled with their name. While
believe how fast all those
there may not always be snow,
amazing celebrations went!
it is still cold out and those extra
Christmas is truly a special time
layers help keep us warm.
here at P.E.P and we are really
A great parent engagement
thrilled that so many of our
activity to do at home with
families were able to join in the
your child is to let them practice
fun.
dressing themselves in their
Even with all the excitement
winter gear. This encourages
around Christmas it left a lot of
self help skills, hand eye
the children wondering where coordination and independence .
the snow is. Speaking of snow,
This month we are looking
please be sure your child has all
forward to our fun winter
their winter outdoor clothing
every day and that all items are

themes, learning about
hibernation, arctic animals &
snow. We also look forward to
Wacky Week, so make sure to
keep your eyes peeled for more
information on the fun things
happening that week.
We hope everyone had a great
Christmas and look forward to
another great year here at PEP.
Ms. Caitlin & Ms. Michele
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Shining Stars
The old year is gone and a new
year is here! Lots of learning and
growing will be happening in the
Shining Stars room this year!
In December we learned about
the birth of Jesus and how his
gift to us is his everlasting love.
We sang songs and dressed up
for our Christmas play, which
was so much fun! This coming
month we will practice putting
our hats and mittens on by
ourselves, talk about what makes

us joyful and learn about animals
in the winter!
It’s been really exciting that we
have gotten outside, so much
more then we thought, though we
are all antsy to play in some
snow! Our focus in the
classroom when we discuss the
hopeful snow we will have has
been about safety and being
aware of our surroundings. It
would be really helpful if you
could help us by focusing on that
at home as well. Things such as

being mindful of slippery ice,
having safe walking feet and
being aware of others close by us
will help reinforce those
concepts while we are at Parks
Edge Preschool! Once it does
begin to snow please be sure
your child has a hat, gloves,
snow pants and coats labeled
please!
Thanks for being so helpful!
Happy New Year!
Ms. Tori & the Shining Stars

Slithering Snakes
Q; What did the snowman say to
the other snowman?
A; (sniff, sniff) Do you smell
carrots?
Have you checked out our new
room! Our floor and doors were
redone and a new paint job. It looks
so beautiful and we are so happy that
we were given this beautiful
“Christmas” gift.
Last month was full of holiday fun!
We had our PEP annual Christmas
party, Jesus’ Birthday Celebration with
our Christmas play (the

marshmallow designs and crazy
color spin art!

children did great)! We also had
Santa’s Workshop. The children love
being able to pick out gifts for their
families and wrap them. And, of
course, we had Christmas! So many
fun things happened last month but
now we are in the new year. Crazy,
right? This year will be full of
exciting things.

As always, please feel free to add
your thoughts to our question
boards. We welcome and encourage
everyone’s input. Our question of
the month is What is one thing you
hope to see happen this year?

Make sure you sign your child up if
they will be attending PEP on days
schools are closed.

I hope everyone had a wonderful
holiday season and a great start to
the new year.

This month we have lots of fun
projects planned including; mini

Ms. Jenele
and
The Slithering Snakes

Santa’s Workshop Fundraiser Update:
We are pleased to announce that Santa’s Workshop was success again this year! The children had a blast
shopping for their family members and wrapping the hand picked gifts. We raised a total of $300.00 to help
purchase classroom supplies.
Santa’s Workshop is an annual ‘fun’draiser that has become a fun holiday tradition here at Park’s Edge
Preschool. In order to keep the tradition alive, your donations are greatly needed and appreciated. We
accept any gently used items for women, men and children.
Thank you for your continued support and commitment to the success of your child’s growth and
development.

January

2019

Important Dates:
Monday, January 1st- PEP closed for New Years
2019 Tuition Rates Go Into Effect
* Regular Tuition Charges Apply*
January 7th-11th – Wacky Week
Monday– Backwards Day
Tuesday– Sports Day
Wednesday– Super Hero Day
Thursday– Plaid/ Flannel/Farmer Day
Friday– PJ & Crazy Hair Day
January 16th– Martin Luther King Jr. Day– Wear Red, White & Blue
January 21st– No School Whitnall—Be sure to sign up
January 27th– CHHSM Sunday– Blessing of the Hands

Parent Advisory Council
Happy New Year!
The dust has settled from the holidays, the presents put away and the children are back in school...time to focus on
the New Year!
CPR Training at Park’s Edge Preschool will be offered to the staff on Thursday, January 10th from 6 to 9 pm. If
parents are interested in taking CPR training, please let me know, a few spots are available. All staff must be current
in CPR training. Safety is first priority at Park’s Edge Preschool!
The Parents Advisory Council will be moving to a morning coffee hour. Come have a cup of coffee on
Wednesday mornings from 7:30 until 8:30 am. Hot coffee and hot topics will be made available. You’re welcome to
stay and chat with other parents, or if you’re on the run take the coffee ‘to go’. Parenting and child development are
hot topics for any morning conversation at PEP starting Wednesday, January 23 rd, 2019.
Get your coffee here…and the weekly ‘news/topic’ for discussion will be made available with some fun facts to peak
your interest the week before in your mailbox. The coffee hour will be facilitated by families interested in the topic for
discussion. We are open to suggestions for some ‘hot topic’ discussions on child development and parenting, etc.
I hope you will consider starting 2019 by joining other parents for hot coffee and conversation every Wednesday;
coffee served from 7:30-8:30am in the Narthex.
Thank you!
Warmly,
Kristin Burr

NAC Nook
2018 has been an eventful year at Park’s Edge Preschool.
January is the time of year when we reflect on the past and project what’s ahead of us
in the upcoming year. PEP’s most important goal for 2019 is to continue to offer
high quality childcare that reflects and teaches Christian values. At our monthly
meetings the staff review NAC Accreditation criteria to maintain quality standards.
Park’s Edge Preschool’s NAC Accreditation is current through
November 21, 2020.

Themes w/ Christian
Sub Themes
Upstairs & Downstairs Themes
12/31—01/4 – Celebrations around the World
• God loves all of us just the same
• God gives us new seasons
• Snow (Psalm 148)- Song of the praise to God

•

01/07-01/11– Wacky Week
The joy of the Lord is our strength
01/14-01/18– Bears and Hibernation
• God creates all animals
01/21-01/25– Arctic Animals
• God created all animals
• White snow symbolizes purity
• Jesus washed us white as snow

01/28-02/01– Shadows and Groundhogs

•
•

Happy New Year to Everyone! Our
catalogs for January 2019 are in. Please
take a moment or two to look at all the
great January deals. Remember that every
time you place a Scholastic order through
Park’s Edge Preschool it helps us add
more great books to our library. The
children cannot wait to get back into the
library and look at all our books.
Language and literacy are a very
important part of our days here at PEP
and we take pride in
helping your children develop the reading
skills for their future success. I hope you
all have a blessed new year.

Ms. Sandra
Scholastic Coordinator

God created light and dark

God determines when the season change

10627 W. Forest Home Ave
Hales Corners, WI 53130
Phone: (414) 427-9561
Fax: (414) 427-1220
Email: Ellen@parksedgepreschool.com
CC: Kristin@parksedgepreschool.com

